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Calendar of work in progress dependent on covid restrictions (subject to change). 

 June 20 Sunday Pt Adelaide and Adelaide Historical Talk  (at Port Adelaide Corner of Commercial 
Road and Dale Street) and excursions 1:30 for 2 pm start until 3:15pm then people can go to 
museums of their choice if they wish-$10 afternoon tea. Trevor Molde-  

 August 22 Sunday Barossa Valley Seppeltsfield wine bus trip & sit-down-meal - Tom Frossinakis.  

 September 19 Sunday Carousel Family Day and barbeque- Semaphore – Neil Merkel.  

 October 13 Wednesday Annual Luncheon Walkers Arms Hotel 12 pm– Sue Thomson 

 November 14 Sunday Farm Family Fun Day 14 Peake Road, Birdwood SA 5234 – Tom Frossinakis 
 

President’s Notes – see last page 
 

A visit to the ‘Virtual War Memorial’ VWM 
Our purpose was to present a cheque, voted from 
the floor at our 2021 AGM, for $500 in appreciation 
of the work done by its volunteer staff in finding 
photos of the men and women on our WW2 
Memorial Board. It was also presented in the hope 
that this organization can carry on its great and 
worthwhile work. The CEO was excited by the fact 
that soon they will have imported 10,000 more 
photos and materials dealing with our military.  
The VWM is to be found at the Torrensville Parade 
Ground military buildings, poked away in their own 
tiny room along with computers. They were very 
appreciative of our gift as they receive absolutely 
no endowments or financial help from any official 
source. Incidentally, if you belong to a group who 
need speakers, the VWM fields speakers but I must 
add, my ‘National Seniors’ and ‘Freemasons Lodge’ 
were asked to contribute $50 on each occasion to 
help their organization.  
 

In the photo Robert Kearney,(Historian of the year 

2019),Steve Landis (CEO), Trevor Molde, Tom 
Frossinakis 

http://www.blueandgoldalumni.com.au/


 
Things the editor learnt on this visit –  
Did you know that there were only 20 Australian airmen who fought 
in the Battle of Britain?  
Well, 6 were from Adelaide Technical High School! 
A lot more were in the British ‘Bomber Command’. See how many 
died over Germany and France for instance. 
 
The Navy is the only service allowed to toast the Queen whilst sitting down. The heights of ships’ 
cabins prevented them from standing to make a toast. This is also the reason why there are pom-poms 
on beanies so that sailors would have this ball of wood soak up some of the shock from hitting their 
heads on low beams. 
 
The reason why Americans salute with a ‘sideways hand’ and not flat and ‘full on’ as do British and 
Australian soldiers. 

  
 

The Americans adopted the salute from the British navy who once also gave a full-on hand salute. 
When steam ships were brought in, the sailors’ hands would be black and greasy from coal and oil. So 
they saluted ‘side-on’ to cover up the fact that they had dirty hands!  
 
The same aircraft carriers, the same planes and pilots who led a ‘sneak attack’ on Pearl Harbour on 
December 7 1941, turned up to drop more than four times 
the amount of bombs etc on Australia’s most northern most 
capital city – Darwin, just 2 weeks later. They were after the 
Post Office with the cable linkages to Asia, Europe and the 
Americas. The people of Darwin suffered 65 air attacks in 
WW2. Yet Mark Brindal mentioned at the AGM that his 
grandfather Gordon (Darby) Haskard could not be a 
recipient of ‘military aid’ because he was not in a ‘conflict – 
zone’. The same reason why several people were left off our original wooden, WW2 Memorial Board? 

 
It was intriguing to learn that Lewis Frank  1931 (Corporal ,RAAF base Darwin) …died in a 
ground battle at  Coomalie Creek, Northern Territory, Australia, 27 April 1942, aged 25 years. 
What! A battle on Australian soil?! 
It appears that Coomalie Creek was an airfield for No 31 squadron, from which Beaufighters 
were sent on missions to Timor and New Guinea. It had been attacked several times by 

strafing Japanese aircraft. Hence Lewis could have been caught on the ground. 
 
The RAAF deliberately selected young men for pilots. The average age of death of our OSs was 24! 
They would have been unmarried, without children and could in all probability react without second 
thoughts of what it would mean if they had a young family. It also meant that they lost single men and 
not family men. 
 
Here are extracts from one such young airman from our school magazines 1941-42 
(One of the 6 ATHS boys to fight in the Battle of Britain.) 












 
Note: only 27 deaths by 1942 out of 106. 79 to come in the next 4 years (ed) 
 

Dr. HARRY MEDLIN PhD ACM mentioned in our last newsletter 
Soldier, POW, Physicist, Deputy Chancellor University of Adelaide  
Born: Orroroo SA, 3 November 1920  
Died: Adelaide SA, 6 March 2013  
Attended ATHS: 1933-35  
Career  
He attended the South Australian School of Mines and Industries from 1936 to 
1939. Around this time he enlisted in the Militia and rapidly rose to the rank of 
Captain. On 29 July 1941 he enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) in the 
Corps of Engineers. When enlisting in the AIF he was required to take a reduction 

of rank. He saw service in Darwin and Timor. On 20 February 1942 the Japanese invasion force lead by 
para-troopers made their first assault on Timor. The Allied Force surrendered on 23 February 1942. 
Thus began more than three years as a prisoner of war of the Japanese. He returned from the war to 
study Physics at the University of Adelaide. In 1951 he established the X-ray 
Crystallography Group in the Department of Physics at University of Adelaide. He was 
subsequently appointed Professor of the University. In later years he was appointed 
as Deputy Chancellor of the University of Adelaide. He has written innumerable 
learned papers. Professor Medlin was very active in facilitating the integration of the 
university into the world context, actively encouraging interaction of the university 
within the region.  
Awards: In recognition of more than a half century of service to the University of 
Adelaide (1946-2001) Professor Medlin received a “Distinguished Alumni Award.” 
Professor Medlin was awarded the Australian Centenary Medal ‘For creative and 
productive involvement in all aspects of the work, life and culture of universities’.  
 

 Looking over the shoulder of a VWM volunteer, the author saw that he was trying to find any 
mention of a WW1 Memorial Board. What came up was ‘SASMI Preparatory School’ ,SASMI meaning 
‘South Australian School of Mines and Industries’ , but nothing about a memorial Board. . We did find 
the names of some Technical Scholars who were killed in WW1. One step closer 

 

  
Avery Lesley William   
Sergeant AIF,Service No 712  
59th Battalion Died of wounds 
France Sep 29 1918 

Correy Thomas Edward 
Spurgeon Service No: 122 
Sapper Signals division Born:  
Nov 17, 1894 Died:shrapnel 
wound abdomen Gallipoli Aug 
10, 1915 aged 20 Buried at sea. 

Heithersay Austin James (Dux 
1908)Service number 275, 
Lieutenant AIF 1st Field 
Company Engineers WW1Born: 
May 21 1893, Died Jan 12 1917 
of wounds (GSW Head)(? Ed) 
 

Do you know of ATHS and pre-ATHS scholars who were killed in WW1, say relatives?  
A look through the archives pre 1925 (allowing time for our valiant men and women to succumb to 
their wounds) might be worth checking against VWM records. If the people were in their 20s this 
would mean from 1892 on and there were very few students attending SASMI Prep School during 
those years. 



 

Comments as a result of the April Newsletter 
 Trevor, good morning Thanks for the copy of the newsletter and the invitation to the meet and 

greet which I will be attending.  I have forwarded the email to the Class of 53 committee and 

have suggested it be forwarded to those on our mailing list. 

I am very impressed with the work you and Tom and doing to revitalise the old scholars 

association and will be re-joining based on that and the work will be doing with Tom at GIHS   

Regards      (Ed Nice to have our work appreciated) 

 Hi Trevor, Thanks for all this latest newsletter and other information,  I 

was very interested to see the photo and citation re my cousin , Hilda 

Harrison, whom I never did meet as she was killed during the War in 

1942, before I was born.  She was only 19 years old.    She was my 

father’s older sister’s, daughter.   This info is very much appreciated.  

Cheers,   Elaine Hall (née Sampson) NZ) 

 An intimation in a previous letter was that the students could clear the 

building in one minute and go to the slit trenches on Frome Road. From 

a previous Old Scholar…”The war didn’t affect us too much. We were 

aware that some old scholars in the forces would not return home. Most impact came from the 

air-raid drills that were part of life in 1941 and 1943. This involved getting under the desk in 

case of a surprise raid, or marching down Frome Road to the Jubilee Oval to the shelter of the 

slit trenches.” 

The Blue and Gold Web Page – Under New Management 
Many thanks to Mark Thornthwaite who looked after this page until his retirement from 
the committee. He was present at almost all committee meetings, if not in person, having 
come down from Queensland, then as a disembodied voice over the phone from that 
state. He followed on from David Stoba, who is still on the committee as an advisor, after 
many years of meritorious service. 
 

The website at www.blueandgoldalumni.com.au   is going strong. You are urged  to look at it 
periodically because  

 it will provide you with the latest information on the Old Scholars Association – these Newsletters, 
current news, and forms for renewing membership and changing details, including addresses, will 
be included.  

 Contact information on the present committee members is provided, should you wish to email 
them for information or questions.   

 You can look up the year lists that provide the names of students  alphabetically or their year of 
attendance,  

 Contact information will be available through the Membership Officer/Secretary provided the Old 
Scholar has not revoked their permission to have it known. 

This is your website. If you have any suggestions for improvement, we will be glad to hear and 
consider them for periodic upgrades. If you or your company would like to be an official sponsor of the 
website, please contact the Secretary on 8235 0634. Sponsorship would include having your company 
logo etc. on the site. 
 

Photos from our past 
Bryce Kohler, Beris Pitman. Cedric 

Cannell,  Roy Roberts 
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The secretary has access to all the records of ATHS which he is slowly ploughing through for 
any interesting article of worth for our newsletters. He came across one article, written by the 
son of one of his teachers, detailing his life and telling things about the man which was both 
fascinating and illuminating.  Hopefully it will be the same for you too.  

 

Cedric James Cannell - Headmaster of Adelaide Technical High School 1958-63 
So much had been written about Sidney Moyle as Headmaster for 40 years of 
Adelaide Technical High School, but it must be remembered that there were 
other headmasters at the school. Cedric Cannell was one such Headmaster. It 
never once occurred to this author to ask why his ‘nick-name’ was ‘Doggie’ and 
then reading Bryce Kohler’s History… there was one part where he named 
some of the staff and it said “Cedric Cannell (dogbox)..” and your author had an 
epiphany!  Cannell->Kennel->Dogbox->Doggie. Of course! 
 
It was read that Cedric Cannell was himself a student of Adelaide Tech, 
returning to teach there and eventually became Headmaster (1958) , first at 
North Terrace and later when the shift was made to Glenunga, until 1963. At 

this time the school came under the control of the SA Education Department and the Tech School 
division. Adelaide Tech was destined to be the top Technical High School in the state with the highest 
ranking Technical School Headmaster. Mr Cannell was shifted to Thebarton Tech from which, after a 
few years, he retired. Incidentally Mr Bone, the head of the Technical Schools department was an 
old scholar of Adelaide Tech. 
 

A Summary of the Life of Cedric James Cannell by his son Peter James Cannell 
 
Cedric James Cannell was born on the 20th September 1907 to parents who were never well off, but 
taught him wisely that thrift and economic management were essential attributes to success. At times 
he was a lonely little boy, shy, reticent, and lacking in confidence. He wanted someone at some stages 
to teach him to play sports. He did learn and became proficient in swimming, football, cricket and 
tennis, but that was later and he taught himself. This self-admission may appear strange to those whom 
he knew and taught at ATHS where his teaching ability, strength of character, willpower and positive 
attitudes were apparent, as were his academic achievements. 
Cedric claims that much of his success was attributable to his mother who used to coach him for 
scripture examinations, hear his spelling, and maintain a deep interest in his studies at primary school. 
As a boy he was actively associated with the church as a choirboy and server and a boy scout.  
 
"I did not do much really very wrong. Admittedly, I used throw 
stones, along with several of my friends on the iron roofs of people 
whom we did not like. I was a successful Guy on Guy Fawke's 
Day, then commemorated on the 5th November. I would arise early 
in the morning long before daylight, and blacken my face, and 
attire myself in strange clothing. My friend, Len Badcock, and I did 
on one occasion set alight to a half block overgrown with African 
Boxthorn at the rear of a neighbour's home. It all burnt fiercely, but 
the Fire Brigade put out the fire, but there was little left of the 
paling fence. I don't know who made good the damage, but Len 
and I forsook the street for a few days and communication necessitated climbing the fence separating 
the two properties." 
 
Cedric attended primary school to the eighth year at which time his father was in favour of his leaving 
school and helping in the home with the money he earned. 
     
When the time came to go to high school,(around 1914 when it was the SASMI Preparatory School Ed) 
there were only five secondary schools in Adelaide, and several acceptable private schools and 
colleges. Cedric applied to attend ATHS, then a part of the S.A. School of Mines and Industries 
and was accepted after passing an entrance examination. He stated that he did reasonably well 
and passed the Intermediate and Leaving exams without being "sufficiently diligent to do brilliantly". 
 



"In 1925 I began my BSc., my major subjects being Inorganic, Physical and Industrial Chemistry and 
Geology, Mineralogy, and Palaeontology. This I completed in 1931, having been obliged to wait a year 
because I had not completed the language requirements in matriculation."(The reason why we 
had French Ed.) 
 
"During the whole of my time at the university, I was obliged to teach for long periods in 1925 and 1926, 
and to do various additional subjects as the result of the insistence of the Headmaster, Mr S Moyle, MA 
BSc." 
 

Following completion of his B.Sc degree he considered resigning from 
teaching, but the period was one of a terrible depression and he also 
considered himself fortunate in having a position at all. Sometime later 
Cedric was offered a position as a Geologist in a gold mining company in 
Lae, PNG, which if he had accepted would have changed his life and 
possibly those whom he taught completely. 
 

"I continued studying and gained the Degree of Bachelor of Arts, principally in Mathematics, including 
Parts IIIA and IIIB, and also in Philosophy, Education, and Psychology, the Diploma in Secondary 
Education, and the Degree of Bachelor of Education in the University of Melbourne." 
 
By the end of the great economic depression his salary had been reduced to 240 pounds per annum. 
He used to consider that he worked diligently at ATHS as a class teacher. Later he was in charge of a 
Leaving (Matriculation class) and then became a class teacher of the only Leaving Honours class. In 
1947 he was appointed Senior Master in Mathematics and he taught Geology, Chemistry, Drawing, 
English and Mathematics. 
 
 For the greater part of his teaching life he conducted evening classes at 
the SA School of Mines before it became the South Australian Institute of 
Technology and more recently The University of South Australia. At 
times class sizes of his classes were as high as 160 students.(! Ed.) 
He was also a tutor in the Department of Mathematics at the University 
of Adelaide for many years and later became a member of the 
Mathematics sub-committee of the University of Adelaide. 
 

One of his career highlights outside of ATHS was in 1954 when he was granted special leave of 
absence by the council of the School of Mines on full pay to go to the U.K. to gain experience in 
teaching and education in British schools. Cedric appreciated the opportunity and enjoyed the 
experience, which he found to be career enhancing. 
 

"At this stage I was appointed President of the Adelaide Technical High School Old Scholars 
Association. It was a well known and much appreciated school, and the Old Scholars Association was 
a flourishing group compatible with a school which was second to none." 
"At the end of 1957, I was appointed Headmaster of the school of which I had been Junior 
Assistant, Assistant and Senior Master. The school continued with its same efficiency due to a 
happy staff, devoted to their school. I became a member of the Public Examinations Board, and my 
name was recorded in "Who’s Who in Australia." 
"I was honoured at this time by being offered the position of Patron of the Old Scholars Association." 
 

Considerable changes occurred during the period 1962-64.  
"At this time considerable changes were taking place in the South Australian School of Mines, which 
became the South Australian Institute of Technology. Finally, by Act of Parliament, the school, 
A.T.H.S. sadly was transferred to the Education Department, and I was obliged to set up the new 
school at Glenunga. Students, equipment and the splendid tradition of a wonderful school were all 
transferred. Many of the devoted staff resigned. I remained with the school until the end of the year. 
(1964) This caused me considerable disquietude and I suffered a heart attack including angina and a 
slight coronary." 
"I was appointed as Headmaster of Thebarton Boys Technical School. At first I resolved that my tenure 
there would be short, but the school was rebuilt and upgraded, and I came to appreciate school, 
parents and district. For one thing, I had gone to the school with a high reputation. Perhaps in those 
years, 1964 to 1972 while I was Headmaster of Thebarton, I had accomplished as much as I had in any 
nine years of my life.." 
 

"I retired at the end of January 1973, and the school Council with whom my relations were always most 
cordial and most amicable, has a cast bronze plaque inscribed and placed in the school hall." 
 



Always remembered hard times (the depression) 
Cedric was certainly not mean with money, but he well remembered difficult 
times and often made mention of the great depression, not only in his memoirs 
but in conversation. He disliked waste and religiously made a point of turning off 
lights and turning the gas stove down to a lower setting. He particularly disliked 
it when Mum, his sons, or friends overstayed their legitimate time in the shower. 
Likewise within the ATHS environment Cedric regularly turned off lights and 
radiators in unoccupied rooms. 
 

Coal Strike 
I recall the National Coal Strike of the late forties or early fifties as a 4 year 
old when our family had planned to attend Bullen's Circus which was located 
in the Parklands to the Northwest of Adelaide CBD near the Port Road at 
the Southwark Brewery. Very few trains were running, although a skeleton 
service was maintained using railcars, diesel locomotives, and a few oil fired 
steam locomotives. I vividly recall walking and being carried by my parents 
through the old Adelaide Railway yards, passing the Adelaide Gaol and the 
River Torrens Rail bridge enroute to the circus. It was a long tough walk for 

our family and I vaguely remember the circus, but not the trip home. It was impressed upon me then 
that money was scarce and times were tough. 
 
First Recollection Cheltenham tram/train 
Cedric was devoted to his mother who resided at Herbert Street Cheltenham. Many Saturday 
afternoons he would slice kindling and carry it in his trusty old 
leather work case either by train or tram from Glen Osmond to 
her home at Cheltenham. On occasions I was permitted to go 
too, which was a huge highlight for me. I recall some occasions 
when he didn't need my company, yet I was determined that he 
did, when I broke out in my underwear and waited for him at the 
tram stop at Glen Osmond. I made him miss his tram on a few 
occasions because he dutifully carried me home. 
 

Hillman Minx 
Although Cedric had owned motor vehicles earlier in life, the first family 
vehicle in my life time was a new black 1949 Hillman Minx. Cedric loved 
this car and it served our family well although based on current day scales 
and standards it was frequently overloaded and uncomfortable. It 
struggled as it pinked and boiled frequently on family outings through the 
Adelaide Hills to Aldgate, Crafers, Mt Lofty, Stirling, Blackwood, Belair 
and the National Park, all of which were between one and two hours on 
the old winding roads system.  
 

Smoker 
Emphysema was the eventual cause of his death in January 1989 coincident with my RAN 
promotion to Commander. 
 
Night Work at SA School of Mines 
One of my strongest recollections of Cedric is that he attended the 
South Australian School of Mines and Industries and University of 
Adelaide on at least two nights each week which he referred to as 
night work. His main motive was to "get ahead" financially, although 
coupled with this he was highly conscientious and allotted time to 
prepare lectures in Chemistry and Mathematics and followed his 
students' progress closely. 
 

Marking Examination Papers was largely the bi-product of Cedric's night work although he undertook 
extra examination paper marking work as well. Every Saturday morning early and at other times too he 
sat at our smoke filled dining room table in his dressing gown and slippers marking papers, recording 
results, checking attendance rolls against results and being vocal in his sincere disappointment that 
a particular student had not met his potential.. Cedric, always backed the underdog he was 
overjoyed when certain students had shone. Beyond all else Cedric was humble and never 
considered himself to be better than anybody else. 
 
 



Investment  
Cedric only knew of superannuation as an investment. He believed in a fair 
day's money for a fair day of work. He was inclined to be critical of investors 
including my mother who expected to profit from share trading or real estate.  
On one occasion my mother invested in two blocks of land, one at Moana and 
another at Encounter Bay, both of which improved in value in a relatively short 
time. He held a compulsive view that she should sell each at a moderate 
profit rather than risk failure in the market. He held a belief that real 
money was earned through a salaried profession, conscientiousness, 
loyalty, honesty and integrity. During the final years of his working life Cedric 

purchased extra superannuation units in an attempt to bolster his retirement income.   
 

Practical (serviced his own car, changed oil, furniture making, painting, French Polishing, cars, 
lawns, gardens, watering . 
Unlike many academics and school teachers, Cedric was a highly practical man. He maintained and 
serviced his own car, he repaired furniture and resoled his own shoes. He painted his own home every 
few years, built cupboards, laid concrete, repaired taps, drains and pipes. He was a skilled French 
Polisher and spent countless hours in his blokes' shed. 
 
 

It needs to be said that Cedric derived considerable pleasure 
throughout his life from his garden at Myrtle Bank. His front 
garden was always a blaze of colour and passers by particularly 
returned servicemen from a nearby home always stopped and 
chatted with him as he fondled his plants armed with a gardening 
fork, trowel and secateurs. He grew a variety of roses, and in 
season concentrated on zinneas and cinerarias. Cedric also grew 
a variety of vegetables. More than anything else, he enjoyed 
giving and exchanging vegetables with friends and neighbours 
and chatting at the front fence. He used to joke when ladies from 
our church regularly denuded his garden show of its most valuable asset once weekly! In today's world 
Cedric would have been foiled by water restrictions. 
 

Love of ATHS, loyalty to Sid Moyle     Evident in this text 
 

 
Dedication.  

Cedric possessed a real love of Adelaide Technical High School.  
Anyone abbreviating the school nomenclature to Technical 
School would be immediately challenged by him. "You mean 
Adelaide Technical High School do you?" His love and dedication 
to the school, its staff, its students and old scholars is clearly 
evident in his writings. It was also demonstrated immediately 
following Xmas each year when he started work on the 
Adelaide Technical High School program done manually, 
with no computers. This process took 3-4 weeks and 

included the manual matching of teachers, classrooms, courses, subjects and lessons, long 
before school recommenced in late January. 
 

Mediator. 
Cedric mediated certain disputes as they arose, more so among certain of the female staff. Greta 
Crane/Rini Balchin, Spen Williams, Ms Gregor/Rini Balchin. 
 

Social, had both male and female friends. Don Manson, Oscar Knauerhase, Beresford Pitman, Stan 
Tiver, Perce Thiele, Viola Ellershaw, Greta Crane, Dave Dallwitz, Roy Roberts, Reg Sprigg, Vogelsang, 
Mr R.L.Crafter JP and many others.  

       
 

 

Manson Knauerhase Pitman Tiver Thiele Ellershaw Crane Dallwitz Roberts 

 
 
 



Humour and Pranks 
Cedric loved a joke with his staff and friends and I recall well one raucous occasion when there was 
some group merriment which was irresponsible then and highly unacceptable 
today. It involved Dave Dallwitz who was well liked by all and was a fairly relaxed, 
lively and arty character who was willing to share a convivial moment or three in a 
party atmosphere anywhere. On this occasion the mass decided to spike one of 
Dave's many drinks with a fairly strong laxative known as Cascara. Shortly 
thereafter the whole evening erupted when Dave was struck down with 
uncontrollable diarrhoea which doubtless killed the party. 

 
Following the early sixties decision 
by the council governing the South Australian Institute 
of Technology in consultation with SA Govt to disband 
Adelaide Technical High School from SAIT, Cedric, his 
staff, friends, old scholars, parents and present day 
scholars were devastated.  Considerable high level debate 
and lobbying by Cedric and many politicians (old scholars) 
eventuated. 
 
 
 

Adelaide Technical High School ceased operations at North Terrace at the conclusion of the 1963 year 
and was absorbed into the Education Department of SA and moved to new dedicated premises at 
Glenunga on a site near the Glenunga Oval identified by Cedric which had previously been a pig 
slaughtering plant. (Oh loverly! Ed) 
 
Cedric was effectively demoted to a lower grade headmastership through pettiness within the 
higher echelons of the Education Department of SA because he lacked the seniority within that 
organisation in comparison to his new peers. He took this very personally. 
 
During early January 1964 Cedric and Phyllis were staying at Oscar Knauerhase's 
holiday home at Goolwa SA. I too was there when I was awaked at about 3:30 am 
by a commotion emanating from my parent's bedroom. Cedric was struck by a 
severe and agonising Angina Attack which was precipitated by his demotion 
and what he perceived to be a downgrading of Adelaide Technical High 
School. He became very ill and suffered the effects of angina for the remainder of 
his life, although it was emphysema that eventually caused his death. 

 
After serving a statutory period as Headmaster at the new school to oversee the 
transition from the SA Institute of Technology to the Education Department of SA., 
Cedric suffered another setback when a more senior headmaster in the Education 
Department Seniority System bid for his posting and Cedric was posted as 
Headmaster of Thebarton Boys Technical High School which at that time had a 
reputation as a difficult school. He was devastated and convinced that certain key 
personalities within the Education Department were settling a score with him. 

 
The remainder is history. Cedric took up the challenge. In a 
very short time Thebarton Technical High School set up a highly 
effective Parents and Friends Organisation, worked closely 
with the Thebarton City Council and other local organisations 
and was able to produce: 
 
(1)  a new school canteen fully equipped with air conditioners, 
refrigeration, oven sand other appliances; 
(2) a splendid school hall named in Cedric's honour;  

(3) new lawns and gardens;  
(4) new class room block; and 
(5) a large swimming pool, largely from funds raised within the Thebarton community.  
 
Cedric retired in January 1973 and his retirement pursuits were his family, travel, 
gardening, writing some memoirs, being a practical handyman and camping in a very 
humble old caravan on a site at Encounter Bay, complete with geraniums!  One thing I 



forgot to mention earlier, Cedric had a healthy disregard for a politician and premier named 
Dunstan whom he referred to as "Dunny". Cedric was outspoken and despondent about the demise 
of the fine rail system and other services in South Australia, although he never engaged in politics in 
any way. 
 
Throughout all of this time though, he always remembered his love of ATHS, his former staff friends, 
old scholars and that he was no better than anyone else.  He died peacefully on Friday 6th January 
1989 from Emphysema bought about by the probable combination of cigarette smoking and 
chalk dust, despite having been a reformed smoker for many years .  
Cedric was unable to put the matter of his deposition as Headmaster of Adelaide Technical High 
School behind him for the remainder of his life. 
 
Peter James Cannell    Commander RAN Retired                                                     

 
Your editor has good reason to remember Mr Cannell. During a Chemistry class 
he told us about the properties of hydrogen peroxide and how he cleaned his Italian 
portrait purchased overseas with it (When he went for his sabbatical to Scotland and 
England). When the oxide was removed, it came up as a brilliant, colourful, ‘new’ 
painting.  
He then added how, by swishing a mixture of hydrogen peroxide and water in your 
mouth, it gave a ‘freshness’ to taste. ‘Yours truly’ decided to ‘give it a go’. Swishing 
this mixture around in my mouth I had reason to walk around to the front of my home 
and there a person asked me a question regarding directions to another street. What 

was I going to do? Spit it out on the lawn in front of him which would surely be rude… or swallow it? I 
can report that I survived. 
 

Meet and Greet Meeting April 2021 
All who attended had a great time. Our 
President ,Tom Frossinakis, bought 30 
raffle tickets and should have ‘scooped the 
pool’ as regards winning the prizes, but 
after the first ticket was drawn, which he won, he took 
the ‘first prize’ of 3 bottles of wine and from then on, 
told the organizer to draw another. A true gentleman. 
It is embarrassing to see one person draw prize after 
prize without a thought of others … isn’t it? 
 
The finger food was magnificent, as 
were the Italian pastries. Thank you Sue 
Thomson for the delicious ‘cheese 
platters’, sandwiches, and rolled salads. 
Could the lights have been turned out 
when we ate those delicious double-decker vanilla 
slices? A ‘squeeze and lick around many times’ job. 

 
David Stoba turned up in his crimson and black, full dress-
military-uniform. We were in the Ex-Servicemen’s Mess for our 
function, but hardly did we expect such splendid clothing to be 
worn for us. Not to worry, it wasn’t. Dana, his wife, had a 
matching Crimson and black ensemble (Ed seems to sound like a 
fashion reporter). The true reason was, David was going on to 
another military function after ours. Dana told our group in a 
corner that… generals arrive at 7:30, Lieutenant Colonels and full 
Colonels were to arrive at 7:15 and those of lesser rank (majors, 
captains etc) had to arrive at 7. Being a full army Colonel , David 
and Dana disappeared just before 7:15… and before the drawing 
of the raffle which everyone was waiting for. 
 
Your Secretary asked Judy McKeough about something he found 
on the hard-drive regarding oh, so many listed documents. This is 
being put down so that someone in the future will know that they 
were placed in the State Library. They will be well looked after 



but will be hard to get out and only by signed permission of the President and Secretary. Some 
artefacts were GIVEN to various committee members. The Secretary would like to know who has 
what because there is no record of what was given away. Members reading this, please respond. 
 
Anyone who wanted a free and signed copy of the book ‘History of Adelaide Technical High School 

– the Story’ by its author, Bryce Kohler, was given 
one. As soon as Bryce came through the door, he 
was ‘button-holed’ to sign every copy that was 
brought along. Your editor had a nice chat with Bryce 
and here are some of the tales that he remembers 
along with those of others at the ‘Meet and Greet’. 
 
The mysterious and legendary ‘spat’ between 
Greta Crane and Miss Balchin remains a mystery. 
No one at our gathering had any inkling of what had 
happened. One guess was that a soldier was 
involved with both, but was later killed in action. A 
romantic tale but perhaps someone reading this can 
advance a better reason, indeed perhaps the true 
one? 

After retiring/leaving  ATHS, Miss Balchin went back to the old School of Mines Building ,or then 

Institute of Technology to work as the Principal’s Private Secretary. She had many talks with Bryce who 

was also employed there after ATHS. 

‘Darby’ (Gordon) Haskard started off his studies as a geologist. Apparently he had a 

lot to do with Sir Douglas Mawson in the Adelaide University Geology Department. He 

would have been a great mentor for Reg Sprigg (see an earlier newsletter).Trouble was, 

he broke his studies when Mawson went off to the Antarctic, because he wanted to go 

with him. (Arctic because it has bears after Arcturus the constellation of the Bear; Ant-

arctic because as the opposite , it has no bears). He was lucky. He could have been one 

of the groups of 3 who set out on a trek to obtain help for the rest of Mawson’s stranded 

crew. One person fell down an ice crevice and the other, Metz, being older with softer 

teeth (he did bite off a frost-bitten finger), could not chew the pemmican they had with 

them. He lived on mainly their dog’s livers which unknown to them at that time, were rich in 

vitamin A, having disastrous consequences. Mawson had to hold this person down when 

he became an uncontrollable, raving madman, before he died. Mawson had to trudge on 

alone and it was only by sheer luck, that when it was his turn to fall into a crevice, the width of his sleigh 

caught on the sides, and all alone, he hauled himself up on its straps to safety to go on. This break in 

studies meant that ‘Darby’, never having completed his degree, could never be the Headmaster. 

‘Darby’ retired once the school was established at Glenunga in 1963. 

He was after all, 65 years of age. (The women 

teachers retired at 60 in those days). Your editor 

happened to notice a staff photograph in a ‘100 

years of  Prince Alfred College’ in a library. 

Though retired from ATHS, there was Darby in 

this photo. I have used the term ‘Darby’ quite a lot in this report, but only 

because Bryce Kohler said that he enjoyed it. The editor remembers well, 

that on one train trip over to Victoria for a school excursion and 

visit, one of the mothers on the platform addressed him as ‘Mr 

Darby’. Gentleman that he was, he did not correct her, but her 

son standing next to them was mortified! 

The girls at the Tech always had to wear gloves and a hat and on no 

account were they to talk to or walk with the boys. “It was rampant 

sexism” said one. Boy’s money on one shelf in the staffroom and girls’ on 

another. Her group was surprised when your editor mentioned that after all 

the dancing lessons we had in Brookman hall and in preparation for a 



dance at the school, Sidney Moyle had us all assemble and from the stage, gave his permission to 

escort the girls along North Terrace, particularly after the dance. They had never heard of such a thing 

happening. Anyway, the dance was a chance to actually talk to the girls.( They were at all assemblies 

and there on speech days). Remembered well was the band starting to play and no-one moving. The 

boys were at one end of the hall and the girls were at the other, with a space in between. No-man’s 

land. ‘Social polarization’. Then those boys who had girlfriends-in-secret, got up and suddenly it was 

like the command “Charge!” had been given. The boys were out to get the girl they most admired in the 

winter rainy confinement in the hall, where the girls downstairs did their ‘conga line’ act and “the boys 

upstairs were ‘perving’”. The female OS’s term, not the editor’s. 

Hurtle Hahn’s diabetic fits were mentioned…hardly anyone there had not observed 

one. These occurred when Hurtle had given himself too much insulin and was in ‘insulin 

shock’. Your editor observed one such attack and we were all shocked ourselves 

through its unexpectedness. Brave souls, we bolted for the door while Hurtle, on his 

back, tried to claw his way to the cupboard where his chocolate was. Of our group, only 

Peter Lang went to Darby for help. He came up with a bowl of sugar and we suppose he fed it to him. 

It was only a little while later, that we resumed our seats again and settled in for a turn at reading ‘Pride 

and Prejudice’.  

Did you know that there was once a fire in the ‘Domestic Science’ class taken by Miss Short. 

They were cooking sausage rolls. Miss Short’s command was “Don’t panic girls, just 

leave the room’. Another said, that there was a story that could beat that, although it 

happened at another school. The Principal used to turn up whenever there was free food 

going that the students had cooked. The kids would count how many pasties he ate! On 

this particular day they made ‘brownies’. The Principal got ‘stuck in to them’ and became 

decidedly ‘wonky’. The Deputy Principal had to ring the police because the kids had 

spiked them with Marihuana! Weren’t our girls lucky that drugs were not part of their scene and one 

could never see Sidney Moyle in this role of a greedy ‘freeloader’? 

This meeting had a cost of $10 attached to it for non-members and could be used towards the $25 

(email) or $30 (post) memberships. Unfortunately, there were no new people there so it was an 

opportunity missed. 

NEEDED - MORE ANECDOTES, NEWS ABOUT OLD SCHOLARS, EVENTS AND  PHOTOS-  

ESPECIALLY OF GLENUNGA AND GLENUNGA INTERNATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL.  

Vale - Deceased former scholars 2019 by the kind office of Graham Maguire 
1934 Nicholls Mervin Richard D 10/7/19 (AGE 98) 
1934 Mrs Bach (nee Pierce) Joan Matheson D 2/11/19 (Age 98) 
1934 Ms Redman Jean Alison D  9/3/19 (Age 98) 
1935 Jenkins Maxwell Leslie D 6/2/19  
1935 Ms Lomman Barbara Vivienne D28/8/19 
!936 McKinnon Alex Thomas D 6/4/19 
1936 Mrs Stock (nee Quarrell) D 13/5/19 
1938 Jenneson James Robert  D 30/3/19 
1939 Mrs Dunstall (nee Matthews)  D 2/2/19 
1939 Mrs Head (nee Rowe) Joce Valmai D 15/10/19 
1941 Mrs Masters (nee Jackson) Thelma May  D 20/6/19 
1941 Mrs Miller (nee Zanker) June Eleanor (formerly  Mrs Kinnear) D 12/0/19 
1942 Mrs Potter (nee Dawson) Brenda Joy D 6/7/19 
1942 Marston Colin Frederick D 18/4/19 
1942 Mrs Stanford (nee Robertson)  Guvendolen Gertrude D 12/9/19 
1943 Mrs Watson (nee Biddell)Rhonda Gladys  OAM, D 5/10/19 
1943 James Brian Clifford d 15/6/19 
1943 Mrs Gunn  (nee Leach) Faye Elizabeth  D 5/1/19 
1944 Mrs Grinter ( nee Smith) Glelma Gillian D 16/3/19 
1944 Mrs McIndoe (nee Strange) Helen Gladys D 2/6/19 
1944 Wilson Brian James  D 15/11/19 



From Graham Maguire 
“,Congratulations into the research into fatalities involving ATHS alumni in World War 2. 
ATHS would be almost unique in Australia in having such a high proportion  of fatalities involving the 
RAAF (Ed 80/600) 
I have attached a schedule listing ATHS alumni who passed away in 2019, according to records held in 
the State Library. I trust that it is not too demoralising for the Association. 
There are no records at this time for 2020. 
Yours Graham Maguire” 

Your Committee:                                               Years                             Phone  
President /Treasurer:: Tom Frossinakis             58-62             8568-2188     0402 475 184 
Vice Presidents: Neil Merkel                               63-68             8353-0550     0403 125 146 
Secretary/etc Trevor Molde                                 54-58             8235-0634     0417 838 740 
Social: Sue Thomson (Jennings)                          66-70                                   0402 356 010  
Barbara Grear (Hoskin)                                         50-53              8337 0361 
Mark Brindal                                                           61-65              8298-1102   0407 713 578 
David Stoba : Advisor:                                            51-54              8266-0007  

 
 
President's Report  

I hope you have enjoyed our June newsletter as much as I have. It highlights the contributions of so  

many of our old ATHS scholars who served their country in wars, with the highest proportion killed as  

pilots who received so little training. The stories about our teachers that Trevor so ably gathered make  

for fascinating reading.  

It was a pleasure to present the $500 donation to the WVM personnel who are doing such a marvelous  

job of ensuring "Lest we forget" with their outstanding research skills.  

As Trevor mentioned, the Meet and Greet Evening" was thoroughly enjoyed by those who attended,  

although it was disappointing that a number of people who "booked" to come did not show up. It was a  

congenial and pleasant evening with the usual first-class catering by Sue and Karlee.  

The annual committee lunch which is usually held at Parliament House was held at the Walkers Arms  

Hotel. We were delighted to have our Patron Frank Seeley and his wife Kathy, as well as Sue's  

daughter Karlee and her children Archer and Sassinia join us for a very pleasant afternoon.  

Peter Carter and I have met with Rob Love from GIHS to discuss how BGA can help with the excellent  

Entrepreneurial Enterprise initiative to which Old Scholars of ATHS can participate as mentors,  

advisors or judges. There will be an exposition of students presenting their business plans on Thursday,  

June 17 at GIHS BGA has been invited. Interested people can contact the school or me on 0459475  

164 for further information.  

I have just finished two weeks as a Temporary Relief Teacher (TRT) with 5 classes and it has been  

marvelous to be part of such a dynamic learning environment. The new building for the influx of over  

400 students next year is coming along and will be ready for the start of 2022.  

Our next function is the Port Adelaide and Adelaide Historical Talk is on Sunday June 20. This  

promises to be very informative and enjoyable, See details at the start of this newsletter.  

Keep well and safe and I hope to see you on June 22  

Tom Frossinakis  

 
 
 

 


