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Postal Address: PO Box 4041, Norwood South SA 5067.  
Website: www.blueandgoldalumni.com.au 
Facebook page: TBA 
Patron: Frank Seeley 
President and Treasure: Tom Frossinakis  459475164  85682188   tomarias777@aol.com 
Secretary: Trevor Molde 0417 838 740  82350634     tmolde@internode.on.net 
Membership: Contact the Secretary on the above email 
 

Calendar (subject to change) 
 Old Scholars’ Luncheon - Wednesday October14 – Walker’s Arms hotel 

 Farm Day - Nov 8 Second Sunday in November at Tom Frossinakis’ Birdwood 

 1970 Adelaide Technical High School 50 year Reunion - Friday November 27. A school tour and   

 lunch are planned for Matric students of 1970. Expressions of interest to     
 athsclassof1970@gmail.com ” 

 Carousel Day -  Semaphore – Neil Markel  

 Yarralumla wine bus trip and sit-down-meal  - Tom Frossinakis.  

 Pt Adelaide and Adelaide Historical Talk and excursions -Trevor Molde-when Port Freemasons 
Hall is available after COVID 19 restrictions are lifted. 

 

President’s Notes. 
I am pleased and honoured to take on the role of president of BGA, but also challenged by the 
standards set by my predecessor David Stoba whose outstanding contributions over a number of years 
in so many roles have been truly remarkable. David has kindly accepted the role of Adviser/Consultant 
to the committee. We look forward to your continued involvement. THANK YOU David                             
On behalf of all members, I wish to thank Graham Maguire (retired Senator) for his services as our 
immediate past patron. Graham did an enormous amount of research in contacting past scholars and 
members. He kept us up to date with names of deceased old scholars. 
 
It is my great pleasure to announce Frank Seeley has graciously accepted our invitation to be our new 
Patron Frank is an outstandingly successful businessman, highly respected throughout the community.   
We welcome him to his new position with BGA 
 
I would like to acknowledge the work done by Judy McKeough, Lara Quinn, David Stoba and Graham 
Maguire in the thorough researching, recording and arranging displays of our archives over the years. 
Also, thanks are due to Sue Thomson, Trevor Molde and David Stoba for working over a period of 
three days in the ”Dungeon” at GIHS to put all in order. Most of our archival material are also stored in 
the State Archives. All contributions or suggestions from members concerning archives are very 
welcome. 
  
My vision for our Association is one of longevity of its existence and enjoyment and appreciation of the 
roles played by our three schools ATHS, GHS and GIHS in shaping and continue to shape our lives. As a 
student at ATHS and a teacher at GIHS, I can vouch for the fact that the ethos, pursuit of academic 
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excellence and of personal development of students are amazingly similar, even after more than sixty 
years.  

 
A great number of Old Scholars from the three “eras” have achieved so much in society and we will be 
identifying these people in our newsletters, for which Trevor Molde our secretary is doing an excellent 
job of collecting historic and present information and presenting it for our members. We welcome any 
information worthy of sharing from members for our newsletters. 
 
For BGA to enjoy longevity, Old Scholars must appreciate that membership is paramount from all eras, 
ATHS, GHS and GIHS. Membership forms will be sent out with each Newsletter to members to 
encourage others to join BGA. The principal Wendy Johnson is keen very supportive in this regard and 
with input from the Head Prefects, Alexander Nankivell and Lexi Martin, will be contacting all 
graduating students over the last five years to promote membership and direct involvement with BGA. 
 
This year GIHS community is very involved in two exciting initiatives (among many others): 
Humans at GIHS (Natasa Penna, coordinator) 
Students look at what it means to have empathy, respect, resilience and tolerance and other; 
admirable qualities in their daily lives in an ever-changing national and global world  
Innovation and Entrepreneurial Thinking (Rob Love, coordinator) 
The name is self-explanatory. Students are exposed to creative ways of achieving success in the field of 
work and day-to day life. They will be directly involved in some undertaking requiring creativity, 
organizational skills and business acumen (financial, people skills etc).  
 
Both Natasa and Rob are very keen for Old Scholars with particular skills and willingness to be part of 
both or either of these two great initiatives as advisers, mentors or consultants. BGA has a great 
number of very successful, innovative and entrepreneurial members in a wide range of activities, 
trades and professions and GIHS would love to have their participation. To this end we attach a 
questionnaire for interested members to volunteer their time and expertise. 
  
Comm-Unity Week:  
During four days beginning Tuesday August 25 GIHS will be celebrating two major pillars of the school 
ethos: International mindedness and Well-Being. The program includes exhibitions, food, music and 
cultural activities. 
As GIHS has students from 94 different countries, these four days will showcase the wonderful spirit of 
the school. 

BGA members are welcome to attend, but because of COVID it is advisable that 
intending members should contact the school by email or phone (8379 5629) for 
relevant information. Committee members will be attending. 
 
The following short biographies and photos of Frank and our committee members are to inform 

members of who is serving them. 

We hope this newsletter will find you fit and well and that we hear from you with some newsletter-

worth anecdotes and other information for our membership at large.                                                                      

TF.                      

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

       Who are the 2020-2021 Committee Members – Biographies.  
Our Patron - Frederic Frank Seeley AM, DUniv Flin, FAICD 
Frank matriculated from the Adelaide Technical 
High school in 1958 and went on to Teacher’s 
College during the years 1959 and 1960.   
Following graduation, he taught Grade 5 at the 
Port Adelaide Primary School, from 1961 – 1963. 
Frank married Kathleen Helen Mathews in 1963. 
In 1964 Frank went into partnership with an 
older brother selling advertising and from there 
in 1967 he helped to design, manufacture and 
sell Portable Evaporative Coolers. 
In the second year, Frank’s brother 
unexpectedly passed away, following a gall 
bladder operation.  Frank carried on the business whilst providing for 2 women and 10 children, at the 
age of 26. 
After 5 years Frank had the rug pulled out from under his feet by the manufacturer and so at the age 
of 32 he and Kathy commenced their own business manufacturing air-conditioners starting in their 
home garage 
In year   1 they made 1,000 units, and in year 10 they made and sold 150,000 coolers 
And the rest is history. 
 

Tom Frossinakis – President, Treasurer, Scholarship Committee (1958 -1962) 

I spent four years and two terms at ATHS, having missed 
the second term in Second Year as I had run away from 
home for nearly four months “to see the world”.  
 

I thoroughly enjoyed my secondary education at ATHS a 
school which offered, and delivered, so much. In Leaving 
Honours I was captain and coach of the A football team 
and captain of the Greek Football Club (Aussie rules). I also 
played tennis and volleyball for the school. I was captain of 
Kelvin House and a prefect.  
 

My tertiary studies over a period of eight years included 
education, architecture, law, economics and mathematics and Greek, during part of which period I 
worked with the Commonwealth Bank in Hindley Street for four years. I then became a teacher and 
am still am teaching after 51 years, having taught at Glenunga International High School for the last 2 
years. It was 60 years between my starting at ATHS and starting at GIHS! 
I was honoured (and surprised) to receive the National Excellence in Teaching award for South 
Australia in 1995  
I had two wonderful year- long Teacher Exchanges to Toronto (Canada) in 1989 and Clitheroe 
(Lancashire, England) in 1997. I worked for ten years (2003-2012) in New York City high, middle and 
junior schools as a mathematics consultant and teacher trainer, mainly in the Bronx, Brooklyn and 
Manhattan. I did the same kind of work in Florida for 4 weeks. 
 

My main activity passions are hiking and mountain climbing-Kilimanjaro, Macchu Pichu, Larapinta Trail, 
three peaks of England, 102 km Oxfam charity walk in just under 18 hours to name a few. 
I now live with my wonderful wife Maria on our hobby farm in Birdwood. Our two daughters are also 

teachers. Maria and I are blessed with three grandsons. 

Neil Merkel- Vice President – next issue 
 
 



Trevor Molde- 1954-1958 inclusive - Secretary, Public Officer, Membership, Newsletter 
Born at Port Adelaide the day that the Birkenhead Bridge was officially opened, I attended Port 
Adelaide Junior and Primary Schools.   

‘Labor, Omnia, Vincit’(‘Work Conquers All’) - the story of my life. My 
secondary education was at arguably the best Secondary School in the state. 
I completed the traditional Maths1, Maths 2, Physics, Chemistry and English 
courses after French with Mme Ellershaw  (Arrggh Molde! Your essays!).  
Whilst I was going to Adelaide Tech, my team, Port Adelaide Football Club, 
won 5 back-to-back premierships out of its run of 7.  
  

I attended Adelaide Teachers College on Kintore Avenue for 4 years, training 
as a Maths-Science teacher, majoring in Physics and Mathematics and met a 
smarter-than-I English Literature-Arts teacher, whom I later married BUT…  down the track she turned out to be 
a ’Crows’ supporter and fanatically against Port Power, a sentiment passed on to her by her once-famous 
football-umpire father! We are still married after 57 years. 
 

After nine years in three country schools (I have a really ‘soft spot’ for country people), I returned to 
the city as a Maths-Science coordinator and was promoted to a 
Special Senior Master in Physics. I was a SSM for 37 years, 
presenting more than 3000 students for external exams and with 
less than 0.01% failure rate. Not too bad. We have 3 beautiful 
daughters and 7 grandchildren all doing fabulously well. One in the 
next street with two spoilt grandsons, one in Michigan USA (the 
state with the third highest death rate) with a grandson and 
granddaughter and one in Seven Oaks Kent UK with two 
granddaughters and grandson. We wonder if, with the Covid virus, 
we will ever see them again? 
 

- Sue Thomson – Social events 
I started at ATHS in 1966 at Glenunga to 
1970. I enjoyed my time there especially 
the sporting side of school. In 1969 I 
became prefect and in 1970 became 
Head Prefect.  
In 1971 I went to Wattle Park Teachers 
College to become a Junior Primary 
Teacher. In 1975 I taught at Hope Valley 
School until 1977 when I left tot have 
my first of three children. After teaching 
full time, I relief taught for a further 25 years.  
During that time I became interested in antiques and did Antique Fairs, buying and selling antiques. 
Oriental are my passion and I travelled through Burma, India, China, Hong Kong, Singapore, Vietnam 
and Malaysia in search of treasures and for many years I traded at the Fisherman’s Wharf Market. 
I have been a Committee Member of ATHSOS Association and Blue and Gold Alumni since 2003 being 
the Social Secretary, organising our events and functions. I was thrilled in receiving Honorary Life 
Membership in 2018. 
I have three children and six grandchildren and live in Vale Park with my dog Murray, cat Rosie, Cockie 
Charlie and Tortoise. Living across the road from my daughter, son in law and three grandchildren, 
Archer 10, Jaxon 8 and Sassi 6 keeps me busy.   
 
 
 
 
 

 



Barbara Grear -IB Scholarship Selection Committee 
I was born in 1937 at West Croydon.   
Attended the Croydon Primary School and 
was accepted for Adelaide Technical High 
School which I attended from 1950 to 1953 
studying the Commercial Course as all of 
the girls did.      In 1952 I was awarded the 
Old Scholars Scholarship for the following 
year and was Dux of the Commercial Course 
in 1953, receiving the gold medal presented 
by Sir Lavington Bonython.   I held positions 
in the Registrar’s Department of the University of Adelaide and later was Private Secretary to the Sales 
Director and later the Managing Director of Motors Limited.    In 1993 I was awarded an Associate 
Diploma in Accounting through TAFE and am a member of the Institute of Public Accountants.   I was a 
Director of Life Care Aged Care for almost 30 years,  I am involved in many volunteer organisations 
mainly related to my Church affiliation and have held, and continue to hold, several  positions as Board 
Chair and Treasurer.   I married Barry Grear in 1959, have four sons, eleven grandchildren and three 
great grandchildren. 
 

Mark Thornthwaite –Web Page  

Mark left Adelaide Tech at the end of 1965, 
and left the state for Victoria as a result of 
his father’s interstate transfer.  Mark worked 
in the insurance industry in Melbourne, 
during which time he founded the Red Cross 
Murray River Canoe Marathon in 1969, and 
continued in insurance broking in Adelaide 
when transferring back to marry Janet in 
1972.  They have three daughters and now 7 
grandchildren. 
He also worked in the building industry after 
going “back to school” in1986 to complete 
an Associate Diploma in Building Tech at TAFE. 
Mark and Janet went to Arnhem Land, living in the Yirrkala Aboriginal Community, and also worked in 
indigenous education in Darwin and Litchfield Park before settling in Maryborough, Queensland where 
they now spend the winter months.  
Mark combined his building qualification with Cert IV and delivered practical building education in the 
Maryborough Correctional Centre for 3 years, before returning “to the tools”. 
In 2010, Mark and Janet travelled to the Soweto slum in Nairobi, Kenya, a visit which culminated in 
them developing a school for 280 children, for the ages of 3 to 12.  The school is currently in the stage 
of having the 4th and final level added, with Mark working for the last three years where clients pay 
his fees direct to the school.  
 

Mark Brindal –IB Scholarship Selection Committee, Ambassador at Large – next issue. 

David Stoba- advisor: Details in next Newsletter. 

 

 

 



Anecdotes concerning old scholars 
Ultimate manners and courtesy -The Secretary received a phone call from a past 
teacher, Bryce Kohler in July. Bryce had phoned to apologise for not having 
attended the AGM held in March! He had only recently discovered the 
invitation/newsletter on top of a wardrobe. Bryce and Eric Tamlin were in the 
same class as stuents at Adelaide Tech. Both became teachesr there. 
Bryce had been a Largs Bay boy and we 
reminisced about things in the area.  

We talked about the gun in front of the clock tower on Semaphore 
beach we had both played on as children. It was from South 
Australia’s only gunship, the ‘Protector’ the most heavily armed 
gunboat in the Southern hemisphere. Bryce’s grandfather had 

served on it when it went to 
the ‘Boxer Revolution in 
China in the late 1890s. It apparently never saw action because 
it arrived too late, but it was the most valuable ship in the 
allied fleet because having a narrow draft, it was able to sail up 
the Yangtze River while the other ships could not. It ended its 
days as a skeleton wreck – being purchased as a breakwater on 
the Great Barrier Reef in North Queensland.. 
 

Some years ago,the Port Adelaide 
Council had the bright idea of 

making some money by sending metal war memorabilia to Japan for 
melting, such as the ship’s main gun, the only memento of the ‘Protector’. A 
colleague’s parent was amongst a group that ‘pinched’ it in order to save it. 
Then the resulting furore of the Council’s underhanded behaviour made 
them relent and ask for it back.  It is now back in its original location in front 
of the Memorial Clock by the Semaphore Jetty. 
 

The July Newsletter proved to be most productive 
a) We advertised for and OS Lynette Winckel (nee Bissland)(1954-57) provided her father’s 1928 

magazine and school cap shown in this picture for us to keep.   Her father, 

Donald Bissland was at ATHS in 1929,30 and 31.   Notice the gold piping 

(prefect?) and crossed rifles embossed on it, signifying that he was a 

member of the ‘ATHS Rifle Club’. There was a shooting range in a long 

shed parallel to and on the side of Frome Road. The Committee argued as 

to whether the rifle used was an old single shot ‘Martini’ or a 0.22 single 

shot rifle. Economy would dictate that it was a 0.22. The one rifle was used 

by everyone and fired live ammunition (note that it was fortuitously 

adjacent to the Royal Adelaide Hospital)! Lynette said that it was highly 

unlikely that magazines were printed during the ‘Great Depression’. Those 

magazines which we are still chasing after are …1924, 28, 1930, 31, 32, 33, 34 (?),1943      1968, 69,  

1974, 78, 79, 1980. 

   b) OS Judy McKeough wrote that most of the Adelaide Tech archives are now held at the State Library,  
The immediate past-President David Stoba, has a copy of the list of everything in the archives when 
they were  handed over to the State Library for safekeeping. She had been looking after the archives 
for quite a few years to try and collect memorabilia to keep some of our history together (there was 
very little when she joined the committee initially in 1997).   

 



Some of the missing magazines quoted should have had photocopies available as she 
had done the photocopying some years ago and were passed on to the committee when 
they were handed over to the archives. Some of those missing and listed from the 1930s were 
not printed during the Depression anyway so are not available, but we had copies of the Speech 
Day Programmes and Prize Lists for all those years. 

 
There were not class photos in the school magazines during the North Terrace years, but Judy 
gradually collected many over a long period for the archives, and managed to put names to 
many which were on the old website for quite some time –but many were lost when the site 
closed. They are all still on Judy’s computer and also be available on a hard drive, together 
with all the names for those classes, and other files. The archives on computer were complete 
up to 2013 
 

Judy had a lot of stuff stored in a backyard shed – some went to ‘State Records’ and the rest to 
the Mortlock Library. The Committee borrowed materials from the Mortlock, and then had to 
return them. Nowadays you can only look at them. I was shown a book of table place mats 
designed by Sue Thomson used at past luncheons. 

 
 

A complete set of magazines including some from Glenunga are in the State Records. Judy 
photocopied a lot of them. What was not given to State Library was dispersed amongst 
committee members. There were boys uniforms from 1953 and 1966 and a girls basketball 
uniform (Leslie Moir’s ). There were also blazer pockets and hatbands, even jewellery handed 
on. 
 

If anyone has any of these memorabilia and no wants to look after them, or 

any at all, please contact the Secretary and he will arrange to collect them. 

Phone numbers and email are at the top of the first page 

(c ) Ms Margaret Were ATHS Old Scholar aged 99 and will be 100 on March 2 next year in 2021, telephoned  the 
Secretary to have her name removed from our mailing list. She doesn’t get out much anymore. She was 
eventually talked into it being kept , after she was told that there were some interesting newsletters coming and 
we wanted to feature her in one around or after March next year. 
Her mind is still sharp. Sydney Moyle was her Principal in 1932 (assuming she was 12 yo when she attended 
Secondary High School). She could name off her teachers Cannel, Canney, Hahn , Topperwein, Crane and others. 
She is taken out by her daughter nowadays, but meets up with old friends who are thinning out. I remarked that 
she must have had ‘good genes’, which she picked up on as being similar to what her doctor had said years 
before. She was told that we have other centenarians still with us, which gave her spirits a boost. “Oh well” I’ll 
tell my daughter to pay another year’s subscriptions.” That wasn’t the point of course. We like to look after our 
own 

 (d)  The Secretary set out ‘just in case’ membership notices to each of the members on 

emails and by post.  Another 5  people signed up – one person he went through the Tech 

with paid it three times! Not good! 

 

   (e ) In meeting several ‘Commercial Course’ girls (now women of course) whilst 

gathering materials for this newsletter, it was learnt that our headmaster Sydney 

Moyle went to the girls in their classes and said that he had jobs for them, if they 

would take them up- Secretary of the University Chancellor etc. He also advised 

them on what jobs they should take and employers who would hire them. 

Committee member Mark Brindal, the grandson of Mr Haskard, said that if a girl 

went ‘into town’(CBD) with a reference from Miss Topperwein or Miss Crane – they were sure of 

employment. It pays to have the right people in the right places . 

 



Vale: 
Did you know that the word ‘vale’ is pronounced ‘valley’? From this we get the word ‘valedictory’ = bidding a 
farewell and ‘valedictorian’= the person assigned the task of bidding farewell or taking leave (usually at a 

College or Senior School. If any member knows of any past member of Adelaide Tech, Glenunga High or 
Glenunga International High School who have passed on, would they please write to, or email their 
news to the Secretary. This of course has to be confirmed before publication. 
 

1940 Valma Mavis Buddle 5/7/26 – 27/6/20 
1943 Margaret Arnott Mitchell (nee McIntosh) passed on 15/5/20 
1943 Rev Don Warren passed away 23/4/20 aged 89. Ex committee of ATHSOS and office bearer too 
1949 Lyle Talbot Baldock in late Feb 2020. 
.1950 Helen Rose Dunstan (nee Bourne) 14/11/37 – 18/7/20 
1955-1960 John Gordon Edyvean (d 21/4 aged 77)  
1955-1960 Rodney John Payze (Board member Flinders Ports, Permanent head of Highways/Transport 
Dept and League footballer)  

 



                 What Blue and Gold Old Scholars Can Do For The New Generation At GIHS- Important!  

Please refer to the President’s Notes at the beginning of  the August Newsletter for details about the 

two initiatives ‘Humans at Glenunga’ and ‘Innovation and Entrepreneurial Thinking’ that students at 

GIHS would very much like our members to be available for mentoring, advising or consulting. 

We all owe a lot to our schooling. People went to a lot of trouble and effort to provide opportunities 

for us. I can remember all the visits to the University, where in one incidence I saw the first trials of a 

new process called ‘Photostatting’- an egg had a word printed on its yolk. We South Aussies invented 

the procedure and sold it off to the Americans. 

One endeavour that GIHS wishes to pursued is something that we called in the 80s ‘Young Achievers’ 

which has now stopped. One example that I oversaw was at a local factory (Simpson-Pope). Students 

had to come up with an idea of a product (the group I had, already had one made for them as a 

prototype – a rubbish bin carrier or ‘wheelie’). Another example was ‘boxed stationary’ (These 

people didn’t have the backing of a factory). The students had to find out if it would sell (Grandpas , 

parents and relatives …Bunnings would take them on trial to sell at a greatly discounted price to 

maximize their profit – a valuable lesson of a cut-throat business). They had to price the raw 

materials, raise capital by selling shares (good ol’ parents again) plan and execute the manufacture, 

advertise and distribute the final product and finally declare a dividend. 

When you realise that the results of a Federal Survey in 2013 revealed that by 2050 or so, over 50 

percent of the jobs in Australia will be through small businesses and self-employment, our kids 

need all the help they can get and that is where we come in – sharing our employment experience 

and even interests and hobbies to help the young and in this case students of our old school even if 

under a different brand name. They still have the same coat of arms and use as their motto ‘Labour, 

Omnia Vincit’. 

The following is going to be put on all new membership forms. “Should you wish to be part of these 

exciting initiatives, please fill in the details below and send your response to the postal address, Tom 

Frossinakis or Trevor Molde by email.  Thank you for your response. (President Tom Frossinakis)” 

Name  

Contact details 

 Phone 

 Email 

 

Areaof Expertise/Interest  

Role Preferred 

 Mentor 

 Adviser 

 Consultant 

 

Other Ways Willing to 
Participate 

 

Days of week available  

Suggestions or Comments  

 
 



 
Photos from the past  

1920 ATHS ‘whole school’ photograph probably taken behind the old Royal Adelaide Hospital 

 

       1920 Brookman Hall North Terrace – decorated for an event. Notice the ‘Empire Windows’ in the background. 

  
 

          1921 Senior Football Team 

 

Back row (L to R):   Mr S. Moyle (Headmaster), J. Cornelius, S. Yorath, S. Blacket. C. Deverson,  ?  Lee, B. Larkin,  
..?  …, Mr J. Canney (Teacher) 
Middle row:   D. ?Ootoman,  ?   Morphett, H. Vowels, J. Cheeseman, Mr G. Haskard (Sportsmaster), H. Sweeny, 
E. Schoff, M. Willington,   ?  Daniels 
Front row:  D. Wilsdon, R. Baseby, G. Dicker, E. Trigg 


