
Hello old scholars, 

The last year has been quite eventful. 

Most of you would have seen the special report that I circulated early last year regarding the future of the old 

scholars’ association with the conclusion that we should not rely on the current generation of school leavers 

to take over the reins of our association as they are the “media generation”. 

Notwithstanding this, the principal of GIHS, Wendy Johnson is still very supportive of our organisation. This 

was clearly demonstrated by the wholehearted support of Wendy and her staff for the commemoration of the 

Centenary of the naming of Adelaide Technical High School which was held at GIHS on Friday 25 May and at 

Brookman Building on 26 and 27 May 2018.  

One of the main aims of the centenary celebration was to promote the association and to encourage past 

scholars and staff of the three schools, ATHS, GHS and GIHS to join. The committee decided to have a 

‘Special Centenary Offer’ of membership at a reduced rate. This was launched at the commemoration and 

was taken up by 60 attendees. 

The traditional annual luncheon was held at the Walkers Arms Hotel, Walkerville on 17 October and, as was 

expected, it was attended by ATHS old scholars with some family members and two invited guests. 

To cater for some of the younger new members, particularly those that are still working, Tom Frossinakis 

agreed to hold a Family Farm Day on his property at Mount Pleasant on Sunday 11 November. It should have 

been called a ‘fun day’ as Tom provided a wide range of activities for young and old. The committee readily 

agreed to accept his offer to hold another one this year. 

The recent announcement of a multi-million dollar building program at GIHS, to facilitate year-seven intakes, 

will make GIHS a mega high school with enrolments increasing from the present level of 1700 to 2200. 

Consequently, Wendy Johnson has told me that they have put any alumni plans on hold. However, she is quite 

happy to continue providing support to our association and I will continue to meet with her each term to 

discuss matters of mutual interest. 

The future of our association was again an agenda item for this year’s AGM, which is reported in this 

newsletter. 

Cheers, David Stoba, President   
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 INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE SCHOLARSHIPS 

As reported last year, the job of awarding the Blue and Gold Alumni Association Scholarships for the IB 

Diploma becomes increasingly difficult because the committee representatives must choose the most 

deserving from a field in which any one of the students would be a worthy recipient. Ian Saunders and Mark 

Brindal were again our committee representatives and selection was greatly assisted by the work of staff 

members at Glenunga.  A senior member of staff, coordinates the applications and short-listing and acts as an 

advisory third panel member. We particularly acknowledge and thank Mark Grantham, Helen Redman and 

Denise Rule for their advice  and efforts.  

The successful candidates for 2018 were Raisa Bojorges Oleinikoff and Elva Kim Viljoen. A brief bio of each 

follows: 

My name is Raisa Bojorges Oleinikoff and I was born in Brisbane on the 4th of June 2002. It was just my 

parents and myself for two years before moving to my dad’s home country, Mexico, 

where my younger sister was born in 2005. I lived in Morelia, Michoacán for four 

years surrounded my by extensive family and friends. We relocated to Los Cabos 

where I attended a bilingual school and very much enjoyed the mixed cultures of 

the Canadian/US expats that lived in this small touristic town in BCS. After having 

lived a total of eight years immersed in Mexican culture and lifestyle my parents 

decided we should move to Adelaide in 2012, the city where my mum grew up and 

lived most of her childhood in. I attended Glenelg Primary School before becoming 

a part of the Glenunga International community.  

My name is Elva Kim and I was born in a small town called Wonju, located in South Korea and grew up with a 

small family, with my dad, mum and my younger sister up until the age of 6. However, my parents wanted an 

opportunity for my sister and I to grow up in another country and experience a 

completely different culture. So in 2010, my mum, sister and I packed our bags 

and left to a foreign country, Australia and arrived in Adelaide. I attended a diverse 

primary school, with almost 1000 students, and was, therefore, able to create 

numerous friendships. Not only did I learn a new language, but I learnt new values 

from the seven years I spent in primary school. Upon graduating, I moved onto high 

school, being fortunate enough to have been accepted into the Ignite program at 

Glenunga. Studying through the Ignite course was challenging but also rewarding 

as it prepared me for Year 11 and 12. From 2019, I have chosen to study through 

the IB path, as I believe it will benefit me both academically and personally and will 

broaden my opportunities. I am looking forward to the next few years of my studies during and after highschool 

and how I will grow as an individual.  

We received an enquiry from old scholar Jennifer Prosser (1963-64)  about  Bette Donaldson, who was 

secretary to the head master when the school was in the city . Jennifer could not recall if Bette made the move 

to Glenunga. Also she might have remarried. 

We have checked our data base but could find no reference to Bette. The committee have also checked with 

their contacts to no avail so we have included the request in this newsletter to see someone might remember 

her and be able to provide some more information to Jennifer. 

 REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 
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The annual luncheon was held on 17 October 2018 at the Walkers Arms Hotel, North East Road, Walkerville.  

Our thanks go again to our social secretary, Sue Thomson (nee Jennings), for finding a suitable venue at a 

very reasonable and affordable cost. Sue  was made a life member at the 2018 AGM and was presented 

with her Life Member certificate at the luncheon 

The luncheon was attended by the usual group of ATHS old scholars and friends plus two invited guests. 

The committee again invited the GIHS Principal and the Chairman of the GIHS Governing Council to be our 

invited guests. Assistant Principal Tim Kloeden represented Wendy Johnson who was on assignment and 

Governing Council Secretary Christine Favre represented Chairman George Belchev who was in ill health 

(and subsequently died) 

Past patron, Dr Don Beard, made a brief appearance to wish everyone well but did not stay for lunch. 

. 

 

 ANNUAL  LUNCHEON 2018  

More photos have been posted on website 
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 FAMILY FARM DAY  

On Sunday 11 November,Tom Frossinakis generously invited members, 

family and friends to his property at  Mount Pleasant for a Family Farm 

Day. Tom provided a wide range of activities to cater for young and old 

including hayrides, games and exploring the farm. It was planned for a 

Sunday to cater for some of the younger new members particularly those 

that were still working,  

For those  that missed the fun, Tom has agreed to hold another one  

next November. 
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The annual general meeting for the year ending 31 December 2018 was held at the home of the president 

on 17 March 2019 and was attended by 16 members and 6 guests. Apologies were received from 14 

members of which 7 appointed proxies. 

The president, David Stoba, outlined the highlights of the past year particularly the well-attended ‘Centenary 

of the naming of Adelaide Technical High School’ held on the campus of GIHS and in Brookman Building 

during May 2018. During this event a ‘Special Centenary Offer’ of membership of the alumni association 

until end December 2018 for only $10 including a copy of the book, encouraged 60 past scholars to join or 

re-join. 

The treasurer, Tom Frossinakis, tabled the audited financial report and explained various aspects. The 

trading account showed a loss of $849 due mainly to the centenary celebration free afternoon tea, 50 % of 

which was met by GIHS, and the ‘Meet & Greet’ function which was arranged to encourage the new 

members to meet some of our long standing members and was provided at no cost to members.  

In the general account, income was significantly down due to a reduction in membership subscriptions, 

partly due to the reduction in fees to compensate for the discontinuation of the annual magazine. 

Correspondingly, expenses were down primarily to no magazine composition and printing costs (about 

$2600) and discontinued ATHS prizes for GIHS year 12 duxes ($1000). The IB Scholarships were not 

affected ($3500). The overall result of the trading and general accounts was loss of $266. 

A past ATHS Scholar, Dr Don Love, made several generous donations during the year including $5000 ear-

marked to fund an annual prize to commemorate the name of his former chemistry and class teacher Beres 

Pitman. This donation will be put in a trust fund and has not been included in the above financial figures. 

The actual naming and conditions are being discussed with GIHS Principal, Wendy Johnson. 

The association funds as at 31 December 2018 were:  

Scholarship Fund.            $27,053 

General Fund.               $20,015 

Dr Love Donation               $5,000 

Total                           $47,068 

Following an appeal by the president at the 2018 luncheon for a secretary for the alumni association, Trevor 

Molde offered his services which were readily accepted. Trevor prefaced his AGM report with the statement 

that he has always felt incredible pride at having an association with such an outstanding academic school 

as ATHS and this prompted his decision to offer his services. Trevor’s bio is on page 6. 

The only nomination for president was David Stoba who was duly elected. The following committee members 

offered themselves for re-election and were also duly elected: Mark Brindal, Tom Frossinakis, Neil Merkel, 

Trevor Molde and Sue Thomson (nee Jennings). Lara Quinn and Ian Saunders did not seek re-election for 

personal reasons. 

Other business included a lively debate about investing the funds available to maximise return with low risk 

and the ratification of the re-naming of the International Baccalaureate scholarships as the “Adelaide 

Technical High School Commemorative Scholarship”. 

As it was St Patrick’s Day, several members had come suitably attired and on completion of the meeting a 

traditional meal of Irish stew with Irish soda bread followed by dessert was enjoyed by all. 

 

 REPORT ON ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

 photos have been posted on website . 



Page 6 Blue and Gold Alumni Association Inc. 

“The first to get the cane in Grade 6, I went home and told my father what had 

happened to his son and heir, but instead of sympathy, was laid into  with his razor 

strop and  was made to go back the next day and apologize to the teacher! My parents 

really valued education as the great leveller…and what would you expect from a father 

who, when he was only 5, lost his father at the Somme, . My father and uncle were 

assisted through the war years, Woodville High and the economic depression by 

‘Legacy’. I buy the most expensive badge from Legacy every year in thanks. 

Adelaide Tech was looked upon as a private school for those who could not afford Prince Alfred College and 

the like. The teachers with their degrees were held up as examples of what hard work and dedication could 

do. Hence 37 of my 46 years all over the state as a High School Special Senior Master in Physics (thanks 

Darby and Spinney) was spent doing 2 subjects a year at university, gaining a Master’s degree, 2 ordinary 

degrees, 3 Graduate Diplomas, 2 diplomas…all to earn me the enmity of my State School colleagues and 

which only now have become somewhat necessary these days to be a regarded as a ‘qualified’ teacher.  

My love of learning and imparting of knowledge as necessary for life, has earned 19 ‘failures’ out of over 

3000 students. I actually taught for a year at ‘Glenunga International’ whilst on the ‘10 year flick’ and got the 

best Physics results they had for quite some years. This was after spending the 10 allowed years at 

Marryatville High, where there was only one failure and the average marks at SACE (SSABSA) level were 

between 92-96% for those years. I have co-authored 5 text books used in schools “Senior Physics Year11/

Year 12 and   authored “National Curriculum Physics Stages 1 and 2’. 

Although now retired, I spent 20 years beforehand tutoring, doing TAFE night classes and so forth to afford 

an Annesley College education for three daughters and have them go through university to come out without 

owing a cent. My retirement plan includes a round the world trip every 2 years to visit one daughter and 

grandchildren in Michigan, USA and another with grandchildren in Seven Oaks, Kent UK (with many side 

trips).I have continued tutoring up to this moment with no failures in the SACE Exams and am currently 

tutoring Grade 5 and Grade 7 Chinese students- and they are breathtakingly smart. I was involved in ‘Gifted 

and Talented’ courses in Astronomy, Space Science and electronics and enjoyed every moment of the 

interaction. 

I went from Adelaide Tech straight into Adelaide Teachers College for 4 years and met a girl, Jeanette. The 

only girl I have ever gone with and married her. We have been married for 54 years and I have appreciated 

every single year that we have been together.  

My present interests include …Secretary Adelaide Lodge No 2 and member of Lodge of Friendship No 1 

(Worshipful Master 6 times), Secretary Adelaide Hills Amateur Radio Society and member of the North East 

Radio Club and Adelaide Experimental Radio Group (inspired at Adelaide Tech with their radio club); 

President and Secretary of ‘Wood Group SA’ (12 clubs, thanks ‘Spit and Dribble’ (woodwork teacher)) 

member of the South Oz Scrollers, Western Woodworkers (President) and Northern Turners; President of the 

Adelaide North-West branch of National Seniors and State Zone Coordinator for some years. 

My warning to you all is…never get caught with a piece of paper and a pen at meetings. The above could 

happen to you…and if no-one in the group can spell, and their grammar is atrocious, you have it for life.”  

Trevor Molde 

 BIO -TREVOR MOLDE (1954—58)  


