
Can the year be both exciting and disappointing at the 
same time?  2014 is turning out to be just that. 

Already this year, following extensive consultation with 
our membership and the agreement of the AGM, we 
have seen the creation of a new entity: the Blue and 
Gold Alumni Association. 

Peter Carter has written an excellent article on this and 
you can read it in this newsletter.  
He is working with a committee 
of current students from 
Glenunga International High 
School to plan the transition to 
the Blue and Gold Alumni 
Association Inc.  Peter is to be 
commended on both his commitment and his 
enthusiasm, not only to see this project through, but to 
ensure its success. 

David Stoba, too, has made a particular effort to ensure 
that the Constitution on which our Association is 
founded has been updated and any legal requirements 
undertaken. Our association owes them both a great 
debt. 

For the first time in 2014, the old scholars presented a 

cash prize of $500 to the top student at GHIS in both 

the International Baccalaureate and in the South 

Australian Certificate of Education.  Two prizes were 

deemed necessary because both courses attract 

different students. SACE does not require a language 

other than English so those students who wish to 

pursue engineering, science, or other similar degrees at 

tertiary level are often not attracted to be IB which does 

require a foreign language. 

We will include an article on the prize-winners as part of 
our annual magazine, so I will not cover the recipients 
in detail here.  Suffice to remark that, for young people 
about to embark on tertiary studies, the awards were 
greatly appreciated. One of the successful students, 

Hikaru Seki, has been accepted for a four-year Master's 
degree at Oxford University in the UK and certainly 
appreciated our gesture. 

As a committee we face the very real difficulty of 
depleted numbers in 2014.  Unfortunately, prior to the 
AGM, we lost the services of our indefatigable 
secretary, Warren West, due to ill health and wish him 

every success. Such people are 
difficult to replace. 

In addition, a number of long 
serving committee members; 
Jan Brabham, Charmaine 

Kitson, Raelene Wilsdon and 
Ross Taylor, retired from the committee. Each of these 
people have served the committee diligently for a 
number of years and have provided excellent service.  
However, their personal circumstances are such that 
they are unable to continue on.  We thank them for all 
they have done and we wish them well.   

However, in what is a challenging year, this leaves the 
committee under-resourced, with too few members to 
efficiently bear the additional workload. 

Since its re-inception, I believe that our committee has 
done much to preserve the memory of our school, to 
facilitate interaction between the old scholars and to 
assist many current scholars to receive opportunities 
which otherwise would have been denied to them.  It 
would be sad to see the legacy of so many wither on 
the vine. 

So I will conclude with a plea.  If any of you have a 
couple of hours to spare once a month, which you feel 
you could contribute, please feel free to contact either 
Peter Carter (8272 3438) or me (0407713578).  We 
would welcome your assistance as committee members 
in this vital year.   

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at 
an annual luncheon.   

Mark Brindal  

“The Blue and Gold Alumni Association”  a new name, a continuing organisation  
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The old scholars who attended North Terrace have a strong bond and belief in the school and its ethos.  In 1995, a 

number of old scholars resurrected the ATHSOSA and it has been active ever since.  Fortunately, this group was 

able to tap into a relatively young, highly motivated and active group of old scholars.  Unfortunately, this is no longer 

the case for the old scholar’s association: 

 Those who attended North Terrace are 62 or older; 

 Some of our members are over 80; and 

 Because of employment and marriage, a significant number of our old scholars live interstate and are no 

longer active in the association. 

Currently we have approximately 250 financial members and there are approximately 50 others who attend class 

reunions even though they are not members.     

Last year it was recognised that because of an ageing membership ATHSOSA was unable to significantly expand its 

membership and therefore had a limited life expectancy.  The committee agreed that the life expectancy of the 

Association could only be extended by expanding its membership to include old scholars from: 

 Adelaide Technical High School; 

 Glenunga High School; and 

 Glenunga International High School. 

This strategy was predicated on the assumption that ATHS and GIHS have a common heritage.  As well as sharing 

school colours, motto and essentially the same coat of arms the schools have/had: 

 A focus on achieving excellence in everything; 

 Achieved very high levels of academic excellence; and 

 An innovative approach to teaching. 

Importantly we had a strong indication of support from the principal of GIHS, Wendy Johnson, and a number of 

students.  Based on this and our common heritage it was decided to offer membership of ATHSOSA to old scholars 

from the three schools and rename the association as the Blue and Gold Alumni Association Inc. 

During 2013, the concept of renaming the old scholar’s association and expanding its membership base was 

explored at the annual lunch.  The concept was approved in principle and, based on this, the committee worked on 

modifying the existing constitution to reflect the proposed change in membership. 

The proposal to change the name of ATHSOSA and to revise the constitution accordingly was put at the AGM held 

in March at Glenunga International High School.  The motion was agreed and an application was made to the 

Corporate Affairs Commission to change the name of the old scholar’s association to the Blue and Gold Alumni 

Association Incorporated and to adopt the new constitution.  On 12 May the committee received formal notification 

that the name change and new constitution had been approved. 

Establishing the Blue and Gold Alumni Association will be a complex process that involves taking an existing product 

(ATHSOSA) and revamping it in a manner that is acceptable to three separate and quite different groups: 

 People who attended ATHS including the current members of ATHSOSA and those we expect to join the 

association during the course of this year – we intend to embark on an aggressive marketing campaign to 

increase the current numbers of ATHS old scholars from 250 to 300; 

 A group of old scholars from Glenunga High School (GHS) and from Glenunga International High School 

(GIHS) who have little in common with the recent old scholars from GIHS; and 

 The old scholars who have recently left GIHS, but who still have an allegiance to their old school. 

We are currently working with a group of 12 students from GIHS to determine how best this can be achieved.  Our 

aim is to complete this exercise by the end of this school year.  Early indications are that one of the products that we 

can offer to attract past students of GIHS to join the Blue and Gold Alumni Association Inc. is mentoring.  If anyone is 

interested in working with a group of highly intelligent and motivated young people please contact Peter Carter on 

8272 3438. 

THE DAWNING OF THE AGE OF AQUARIUS –  
THE BLUE AND GOLD ALUMNI ASSOCIATION INC. 
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 BILL MILLINGTON DFC 

 THE NEW IMAGE 

 
Recently I visited Brookman Building for old time’s sake to see what memories it evoked – after over 50 years 

absence there were still many.  One of the things I stopped to look at was the honour board located on the main 

stairwell.  It contained a list of 27 ATHS old scholars who were killed during the Second World War.  Interestingly 17 

of these were airmen. 

Mark Brindal tells me the reason for this was our old scholars were valued by the air force for their skills in 

mathematics and physics.  This indicated an aptitude for navigation - a prerequisite for flyers.  Consequently a higher 

proportion of our old scholars ended up in the air force and many were shot down.  One of these young men was Bill 

Millington.  Judy McKeough, who until recently was our archivist, has been able to assemble some interesting 

background information from the school magazine.  

In the early 1930’s Bill attended ATHS and completed his Intermediate in technical studies.  On leaving school he 

commenced a career in flying and several months before the outbreak of war he left Australia, paying his own way to 

Britain to join the Royal Air Force.  The school magazine reported that he quickly rose above the ranks and that he 

had been in the thick of the battles where he sustained a wound that required a period of convalescence 

Bill was the first of our old scholars to receive a Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC).  It was awarded for “conspicuous 

bravery in attacking bombers and fighting planes”.  Unfortunately in 1940 he was reported missing over the English 

Channel and was never seen again. 

In a letter home, which was published posthumously in the old scholar’s magazine, he 

talked about “an untoward accident and the ever present possibility of a hasty 

departure.”  Bill said that he tried to live up to the standards dictated by honour and 

chivalry and he reflected on an Englishman’s privilege to fight for those things that 

make life worth living – freedom, honour and fair play. 

In the same articles, Peter Barnes was congratulated for his promotion to flight lieutenant, the youngest pilot of that 

rank in the Royal Australian Air Force.  The article noted that shortly before his promotion he had been congratulated 

for taking a hat trick for the school.  Regrettably, Peter’s name also appears on the honour board. 

Peter Carter 

The old scholar’s association committee has recognised that if we are to successfully launch the Blue and Gold 

Alumni Association Inc. our image must satisfy the expectations of the younger age group we are targeting. 

The first stage in this process will be to update our website (hands up those who 

either did not know we have a web site or who haven’t visited it recently) to reflect 

the association’s new name, to make it user friendly and to ensure that it includes 

information that is current.  We plan to make the site a “must visit” one.  The 

upgrade is being undertaken by Thomas Milham a student at Birdwood High 

School.  He is one of our future IT entrepreneurs and has already established a 

thriving business in this field.  We are confident that by having Thomas upgrade our 

web site it will be attractive to, and have all the features required by our expanded 

membership base. 

The committee has also taken the decision to upgrade our IT system.  As part of the process we have purchased a 

new personal computer and software packages.  Our current data base is very clunky to use and requires multiple 

data entry to update membership and financial information.  Our new system is being developed by David Frigaard 

the “IT Prefect” at GIHS.  As well as making the manipulation of data much simpler it will be stored on a cloud 

system.  This means that all authorised people on the committee will be able access the data; this is not the case 

currently. 
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2014  ADELAIDE TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL OLD SCHOLARS’ ASSOCIATION  AGM 

The AGM was held on the 30 March 2014 with 22 old scholars plus three visitors in attendance.  There were 15 
proxies. 

After the minutes from the previous AGM had been approved the president presented his report.  He mentioned the 
50

th
 anniversary celebration, held in October 2013, of the move of ATHS from North Terrace to Glenunga.  This was 

an excellent function with excellent involvement of the staff and students from GIHS.  Unfortunately, the attendance 
from old scholars was a little disappointing. 

The prizes for the ATHS Commemoration Awards for Dux of the IB course of $500 were shared by two students, 
Hikaru Seki and Nina Mao and the SACE Award was presented to John McCarthy.   

Mark thanked Judy McKeough for her diligence in preserving and archiving the history of Adelaide Technical High 
School and for storing these records at her home for about ten years.  It was noted that as Judy wished to resign 
from the position as archivist she had been negotiating with the State Library/State Records to take whatever 
memorabilia was of interest to them. 

Mark also thanked retiring committee members Jan Brabham, Charmaine Kitson and Raelene Wilsdon for their 
contribution to the Association. 

Unfortunately Warren West had been forced to resign as secretary of the Association due to ill health.  A $100 gift 
voucher was presented to him in appreciation and as acknowledgement of his contribution to the Association.  

Tom Frossinakis presented his treasurer’s report and supplied copies of the Trading Statement, Income & 
Expenditure Statement, Statement of Assets & Liabilities and Audit Report for the year ended 31 December 2013 to 
those at the meeting.  These had been audited by Don Stephens and Tom thanked him for his continued assistance 
as auditor. The association’s finances are in good shape with total nett assets of $43,272, an increase of $1,800 
over the previous twelve months.  The interest on this money is being used to support the annual old scholar ’s 
awards and scholarships offered to students at GIHS and to fund special events such as the 50

th
 anniversary 

celebrations of the school’s move from North Terrace to Glenunga.  

Peter Carter, the acting secretary, reported on some of the activities of the committee during 2013, acknowledged 
Warren West’s past contribution to the association and thanked him for his help in the past few months. 

Peter reported that there had been reunions and celebrations for the Class of ’53 marking the 60
th
 anniversary of 

their start at North Terrace and a Class of ’63 reunion, which had an attendance of 46 out of a possible 90, was held 
in the Glenunga Football Club clubrooms adjacent to GIHS.  This class was the first to transfer from North Terrace to 
Glenunga.  Warren West attended a Queensland reunion lunch organised by Ian Saunders and it is hoped more will 
be held in the future. 

The 2013 Annual Luncheon was again held at the Arkaba Hotel and was very successful, although not quite as well 
attended as the previous year.  Peter thanked Sue Thomson for her organisation of that event and for the lunch  
following the AGM.. 

Membership numbers for 2013 were 258 which was down from 295 last year.  Peter stated that as part of a drive to 
recruit new members, a number of old scholars, who are active in reunions but are not currently members of the 
association, will be contacted during the year.   

At the end of the formal presentations, Mark declared all committee positions vacant and asked Warren West to take 
the Chair for the election of the president for 2014. 

Election of President 
Warren called for nominations for the position of president of the association for 2014.  As Mark Brindal was 
the only person nominated he was declared elected and returned to chair the meeting as the newly elected 
president for 2014. 

Election of Committee 
A total of ten positions were to be filled.  There were six nominations and as there were no further nominations 
the following were declared elected: 

 Sue Thompson, Peter Carter, Tom Frossinakis, Peter Kopli, David Stoba and Ross Taylor.   

Mark proposed that the determinations of committee positions be left for the committee members to resolve at their 
first meeting. 

The president moved that the association continue to sponsor the Sidney Moyle and Cedric J Cannell scholarships 
and that it continue to offer two prizes of $500 each for the ATHS Commemoration Awards for Dux of the 
International Baccalaureate (IB) course and Dux of the South Australian Certificate in Education (SACE) 
examination.  Both motions were carried 
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 2014 ADELAIDE TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL OLD SCHOLARS ’  ASSOCIATION  AGM  Cont. 

In other business, the motion was put to amend Clause 1 of the constitution of the association from: 

 The name of the incorporated association shall be “Adelaide Technical High School Old Scholars Association 
Incorporated” referred to herein as “the association” 

  to: 

The name of the incorporated association shall be the “Blue and Gold Alumni Association Incorporated” 
referred to herein as “the association”. 

There was considerable discussion regarding the proposed name change.  Objections were raised on the basis that 
elimination of ATHS from the old scholars name would disenfranchise many old scholars for whom the relationships 
developed at North Terrace was very important.  The AGM was advised the current old scholars’ association was 
established to maintain relationships of old scholars and it would have its 20

th
 anniversary in the next year or two 

and it was suggested a celebration could be held at which name changes could be considered.   

Mark commented that members of the association had been given notice of this intended name change in the 
September 2013 Newsletter and there had been no feedback or objection received prior to the AGM.  As the proper 
notice had been served a vote was taken to change the name of the association to the “Blue and Gold Alumni 
Association Incorporated”.  The result of the vote was 16 for plus 15 proxies and 6 against and the motion was 
carried.  With this result, the motion ‘to replace clauses 2 to 27 of the current constitution with clauses 2 to 18 of the 
new constitution’ was put and passed. 

The president thanked those present for their attendance, declared the meeting closed and invited all to enjoy the 
picnic lunch of chicken, salad and sweets. 

 RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP 

Membership renewal forms were sent out earlier in the year with the old scholar’s magazine.  If you have not re-
newed your membership and intend to do so, would you please use the attached renewal form.   

The membership fee is quite nominal at only $35 per annum. 

As part of our membership drive we are sending copies of the newsletter to a number of people who are actively in-
volved in the old scholar’s association, but who are not paid up members.  If you are one of these please join be-
cause we need the income stream to enable us to continue making the old scholars awards to students at Glenunga 
International High School.  These awards are highly valued and are the: 

 Sidney Moyle and the Cedric J Cannell International Baccalaureate Scholarships for two students studying 
at the GIHS; and the 

 ATHS Commemoration Awards – these are two cash awards with one being for the  most successful stu-
dent undertaking the South Australian Certificate in Education examination and the second for the most 
successful student undertaking the International Baccalaureate Examination. 

The 2014 annual old scholar’s luncheon will be held on Wednesday 22
nd

 October.  Following a very successful 
and enjoyable lunch at the Arkaba last year, this year’s lunch will also be held there.   

Members will be advised of the arrangements when finalised and details will be posted on the website. 

 OLD SCHOLARS‘ ANNUAL LUNCHEON 

2015 will a significant year for those who started at North Terrace in 1958.  In case you haven’t been counting most 
of you will turn 70.  This is an event worth celebrating.   

Judy McKeough is looking at the feasibility of organising a class reunion to celebrate this important date.   

If anyone is interested please contact Judy.  Her contact details are:  

Telephone number 8353 3910; and email address jandbmckeough@bigpond.com 

 COMING EVENT : REUNION FOR THE CLASS OF 1958 

mailto:jandbmckeough@bigpond.com
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CLASS OF 1953 : 2014 REUNION 

The Class of 1953 gathered for a reunion lunch at the Sussex Hotel on 27 May 2014.  This was the latest in a series 

of semi-annual class reunions which have been held since 2008.  The event 

was arranged by the Gang of Ten (Jan Brabham, Peter Carter, Dean Eldridge, 

Clive Hutton, Geoff Jansen, Peter Kopli, Jan Noel, John Sickert, Faye Spence 

and Warren West) and was attended by 31 class members.  It was good to 

welcome two members from interstate; Elsa Booth (Barr) from Sydney and 

Barbara Armstrong (Watson) from Melbourne.  There were many apologies from 

people who were unable to attend because of other commitments, for example 

Janet Kesby (Ophel) was involved in dragon boat racing in Sarasota (Florida). 

The day was enjoyed by all and it was resolved to hold another event next year 

Graham Chapman, Roger Hooper,  
Dean Eldridge, Joan Jones 

Jan Rice, Margaret Prescott,  

Pauline Read, Jan Noel 

Lorraine Phillips, Elsa Booth,  

Barbara Armstrong 

 

Warren West, Margaret Mortimer,  

Peter Kopli 

Barry Frost, John Sickert,  

Richard Lawton 

Peter Carter, Jan Brabham 
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CLASS OF 1953 : 2014 REUNION 

John Sickert, Richard Lawton,  

Jim Tamlin 

Jim Tamlin, Roger Buddle,  

Adrian Pearce 

Faye Spence,  

Margaret Mortimer,  

Helen Tiller 

Barbara Armstrong,  

Bob Stone 

Brenton Taylor,  

Barry Frost 

 Graham Maskell, 

Roger Mathieson, 

Peter Pope 

Margaret Mortimer, Joan Jones, Faye Spence, 

Pauline Read,  Jan Noel 

Joan Turner, Pam Keeler 



Official Newsletter of the Blue and Gold Alumni Association Inc. 

Membership open to all persons who have attended or taught at Adelaide Technical High School,  

Glenunga High School or Glenunga International High School. 

Correspondence should be forwarded to our postal or email addresses (details on front page). 

 Mark Brindal 0407 713 578 8373 5081 mark.brindal@bigpond.com 

 Peter Carter 0407 975 787 8272 3438 pjcarter@ozemail.com.au 

 Tom Frossinakis 0459 475 164 8568 2188 tomarias777@aol.com 

 Peter Kopli  8370 5499 kopli@bigpond.net.au 

 David Stoba  8266 0007 djs0304@chariot.net.au 
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 History book “ATHS—The Story” -  plus postage (if applicable) $ 20.00 

 Old Scholars’ Badges $ 4.00 

 Cuff Links $ 10.00 pr 

 Special Price 
 Old Scholars’ Badge & Cuff Links $ 12.00 

Please contact  Peter Carter (8272 3438) if you wish to purchase merchandise. 

MEMORABILIA FOR SALE 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS : CONTACT DETAILS  

WE NEED YOU 

There are a number of vacancies on the old scholars’ association committee and we are seeking replacements. 

Towards the end of last year Warren West had to resign from the committee and as secretary of the old scholars ’ 

association because of ill health.  He is sorely missed because his place has been taken, on an acting basis, by 

Peter Carter who is the self-confessed world’s worst secretary.  This problem is exacerbated by the fact that Peter 

is working closely with the students of GIHS to build a transitional model for the Blue and Gold 

Alumni Association to ensure that it will be embraced by old scholars from the three schools.   

At the AGM we were unfortunate to lose the services of three people who had served the 

committee for a number of years.  Since then, one other member has resigned leaving us with a 

core of six people to run the committee.  Fortunately this group has all the skill sets required to 

manage the association.  The exception being the need for an experienced secretary and 

probably a minute secretary.  

After many years of excellent and dedicated service, Judy McKeough has decided to resign as the old scholars ’ 

archivist.  She has done an excellent job and her efforts will be missed.  If anyone has an interest in working as the 

archivist please let us know. 

If you have the time and are interested in working with the committee to plan and  implement  the introduction of 

the Blue and Gold Alumni Association, which will embrace ex-students from ATHS, GHS and GIHS, please contact 

Mark Brindal on 0407 713 578 or Peter Carter on 8272 3438. 


