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EDITORIAL
It seems only yesterday when I was writing the editorial for the February Newsletter
last year. Another year gone and what do we an Association have to show for it?
Well, quite a lot in fact. Consider:


We have a significant amount of money in the Scholarship Fund, almost
sufficient for the interest on the funds to pay for one of the two IB Scholarships.
(The second scholarship is largely funded by donations from a very generous
membership.) In the longer term it is intended to build the Fund to a point
where the interest will fund one scholarship completely. (In the even longer
term we would hope to see the interest on the funds invested pay for both
scholarships, thus guaranteeing that they remain as a memorial to ATHS into
the foreseeable future.)



We have built on our relationship with Glenunga International High School and
now have in principle agreement for ATHS history and information about
prominent old scholars to be an integral part of the “excellence in education”
displays in the new GIHS building.



We continue to attract between 80 and 90 members to Annual Luncheons
despite a falling membership base. (The story with the AGM/Picnic is not as
good though, with only 25 members being present at last month’s meeting
despite the weather being more than favourable.)



Judging by the comments received from members our current Newsletters and
Magazine appear to be meeting their expectations.

Email:
athsos@hotmail.com
Website:
www.athsos.com.au
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Are these results sufficient to justify our existence or should indications of our
success or failure be based on other considerations? What do you think? Please
help the Committee to maintain the strength of the Association by making your
thoughts on how it might better meet your expectations.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Association’s Annual General Meeting
and Picnic in the Park was held on Sunday 3
April on a perfect Autumn day, but could only
attract 25 members, about 30% less than in
the previous year when it rained all day.
Perhaps it was too nice a day and there
were too many other attractions.

The meeting opened with reports from the President, Treasurer and Secretary on the year’s activities before
all executive positions were declared vacant. Graham Maguire then took the Chair for the election of the
Committee for 2011. Mark Brindal was re-elected as President and Jan Brabham, Charmaine Kitson, Brenda
Kitto, Peter Kopli, David Stoba, Ross Taylor, Sue Thomson, Warren West and Raelene Wilsdon were elected
to the Committee with the Committee positions to be determined at its first meeting on 11 April 2011.

Mark Brindal and Sue Thomson
Jill Chenery, June Wass, Kay Bayly, Ron Reeve
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Ross Taylor and Lyle Baldock

After the President outlined some of the objectives for the
Association the meeting closed at 12.45pm leaving those
present to enjoy a chicken and salad lunch with desserts
provided by some excellent cooks whose skills far outweighed
those of your correspondent.
We are indebted to Dana Stoba and Jan Brabham who provided
the photographs of attendees and guests.

Lynne Pigram and Beryl Stutchbury
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MEMORIES OF THE RETIREMENT OF SIDNEY MOYLE MA, BSc

Part of what he wrote was:
Lynette Winckel (nee Bissland) and
Ross Lorenz were Head Prefects in
1957, the year of the retirement of
Mr. Moyle from Adelaide Tech. They
provided the following description of
their impressions of the last formal
assembly at the school and of their
roles on the day.

Mr Moyle retired from the Adelaide Technical High
School after a 42 year association
including 37 years from 1920 to 1957 as
Headmaster. Like Mr Moyle, this was also
our last year at the school and as the end
of the year approached, we had mixed
feelings about the prospect of leaving
ATHS and moving on to the next phase in
our lives. It was very hard to imagine the
thoughts of Mr Moyle 37 years after he
was entrusted with leadership of one of the
iconic schools of Adelaide. It must have
been a tremendous wrench for him to
leave the school in December 1957 knowing that he
would not be returning to his office in February the
next year.
Each year Mr Moyle wrote a short message for
inclusion in the school magazine which usually
included a special message to those who were
leaving school that year. His message in the 1957
Magazine was typical him and seemed to encompass
the essence of his personal philosophy.

“To all of you I would say that your future will depend
to a great degree upon the visions you see and the
courage, the persistence, and the effort with which
you pursue them. Progress comes through struggle;
in the tests of life, what counts greatly is the power to
see a task through to a successful finish, and this
requires self-discipline. Indeed, self-discipline in a
constant endeavour to improve is essential to all who
would be successful in life.”
It would probably not be true to say that Mr Moyle was
revered by all students as was Mr. Chips in the
famous movie. He was a very strong disciplinarian
and many of the students were in fear
of him. However, there is no doubt
that everyone respected him for what
he stood for and the way that he
considered the reputation of the school
and the welfare of the students in
everything that he did. He took a great
interest in every student and was
instrumental in arranging employment
for many of them.
While a number of functions were held
about that time to recognise Mr Moyle’s years of
service, the final school assembly was our last chance
as students to show our respect for our headmaster
on his retirement after a period that spanned the
secondary education not only of the students present
but also of many of their parents who had also
attended the school.
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MEMORIES OF SIDNEY MOYLE MA, BSc contd
As head-prefects we were asked to give presentations
in tribute to Mr Moyle at the final school assembly on
Tuesday 17th December 1957. This was a tremendous
responsibility for us as end of year assemblies in
Brookman Hall were very formal affairs with all staff in
academic robes and much pomp and ceremony. It
was a very hot day (over 40 degrees) and of course it
was at a time well before air conditioning became
common-place. We were instructed to memorise our
speeches and that placed us under a lot more stress.
In our speeches we referred to the great contribution
Mr Moyle had made to the school over a period of 42
years. This may have been the first time that many of
the students were really aware that Mr Moyle had
been at the school for almost a life-time. They were
aware of some of the recent changes and innovations
at the school but the realisation that Mr Moyle had
presided over the operation of the school for such a
long period may have been an eye-opener to many of
them.
Even though we cannot remember exactly what we
said at the time, we would like to think we reflected
the words of Professor Sir Kerr Grant in a speech that
he made at the AGM of the Old Scholar’s Association
in March 1957 when he was reported as saying “one
of the most reliable guides to the success or failure of
a school is to be found in the success or failure of its
former students. From this point of view our school
and Mr Moyle, can feel proud of the results produced,
because many of the foremost positions in the social,
industrial and educational fields, both in South
Australia and even beyond its boundaries are held by
former students of the Adelaide Technical High
School.”

“At the end of the
assembly after we
had given our
speeches Mr Moyle
gave a speech in
reply and this was
followed by loud
applause from the
students who had
obviously seen the
importance of the occasion and responded
appropriately. Mr Moyle was clearly moved by the
ceremony and made a point of shaking the hands of
many of the students as we filed out of the hall. This
was the first time that we had experienced the
personal side of the Headmaster and perhaps many
students felt that he was more approachable at that
time than they had ever previously experienced in
their time at the school.
The school Speech Night was held during the evening
of Tuesday 17th December 1957 and this was the last
time that we saw Mr Moyle. We had finished our
secondary education and did not attend any further
classes at the school. Mr Moyle’s last day at the
school was on Friday 20th December 1957 and we
can only imagine the feelings that engulfed him as he
walked through the doors for the last time as
Headmaster of the Adelaide Technical High School.

Lynette Winckel (nee Bissland)
and Ross Lorenz
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COMMITTEE FOR 2011
Following the election of Mark Brindal as President
and Jan Brabham, Charmaine Kitson, Brenda Kitto,
Peter Kopli, David Stoba, Ross Taylor, Sue Thomson,
Warren West and Raelene Wilsdon as Committee
members at the AGM the Committee at its first
meeting on 11 April 2011 made the following
appointments:
Vice Presidents

Ross Taylor
Raelene Wilsdon

Treasurer

Peter Kopli

Secretary

Warren West

Membership Secretary

Jan Brabham

Members

Charmaine Kitson
(Minute Secretary)
Brenda Kitto
David Stoba
Sue Thomson
(Social Secretary)

There still remains one position on the Committee to
be filled and it is hoped that someone, preferably from
the later years of the school, will offer himself or
herself for appointment. Anybody who wishes to
contribute to the operation of the Association by
joining the Committee should contact the Secretary.
In addition to the elected members, former President,
Chas Grimes has made himself available to provide
the Committee with the benefit of his experience, an
offer that was gratefully accepted.
The Committee is also pleased to advise members
that the following old scholars have also agreed to
assist the Association in the roles of:
Archivist
Webmaster
Honorary Auditor

Judy McKeough
Peter Keen
Don Stephens

On behalf of all members we thank them for their
contributions which are vital to the successful
operation of the Association.

SUBSCRIPTION REMINDER
Old Scholars are reminded that subscriptions for 2011 were due on 1 January 2011.
While many have renewed their subscriptions already, there are a number who have yet to do so.
If there is a Subscription Renewal form enclosed with this Newsletter, you are not financial for 2011 and
will not receive copies of future Newsletters or Magazines
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PRELIMINARY NOTICE
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The Annual Luncheon is to be held on Wednesday 19 October 2011. Members and
non-members alike are welcome. Write this date into your diary or on the calendar
or add a Post-it Note to the collection on the fridge door, but whatever you do, do
not miss this chance to enjoy a meal in the company of your school friends. Full
details of the venue, time and cost will be available together with the booking form
in the September Newsletter.
We have heard from many old scholars in the past few years that they would like to
catch up with their classmates but are unable to organise a reunion. That being so,
why not arrange to meet your friends at the Luncheon? We would be only too
happy to help with contacting people and arranging tables for people who wish to
get together as a group. This year for example marks the 70th anniversary of
starting at ATHS for Evan Cunningham and he would like to meet his classmates at
this year’s luncheon. Anyone wishing to find out more should contact the Secretary
or speak with Evan direct.

PROMINENT OLD SCHOLARS
Those who attended the Annual Luncheon in 2010 will
have heard of the new building developments at our
successor, Glenunga International High School. As
part of this development Glenunga is interested in
preparing displays recording its history from its
beginnings as ATHS and we have offered to assist in
this by providing a list of old scholars worthy of
recognition.
While the book by Bryce Kohler contains information
about many prominent old scholars, there are others
who could be considered for inclusion in any display.
For example, Alfred Traeger, the inventor of the pedal
radio which was (and its later versions remain) so
important to those living in remote areas of Australia
was a former scholar of the Preparatory School (one

of the former names of ATHS). There no doubt are
many others who could be listed and we would be
pleased to receive nominations for their inclusion from
old scholars.
There are no formal terms of reference for inclusion
on the list other than the person nominated should
have rendered some notable service to the
community. This does not mean that sports and
military heroes are not eligible, just that heroism is not
the sole determinant.
Please advise the Secretary of your nominations for
inclusion on the list. It would also help if your
nominations were accompanied by a short summary
of what makes the nominee worthy of inclusion.
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SOUVENIRS AVAILABLE
Placemats limited numbers
(from luncheons 2005-2008)

$ 2.00 ea
Free

History book “ATHS—The Story”
On Sale : includes postage

$ 35.00

Prints of Brookman Building

Old Scholars’ Badges

$ 5.00

Cuff Links

$ 15.00 pr

Special Price
Old Scholars’ Badge & Cuff Links

$ 17.50

Old Scholars’ Magazines
(1996-2009) $ 5.00 ea
or 5 for
$ 20.00
(2010)
$ 15.00 ea

Key Rings

$ 1.00

Please contact Warren West on 0417 816 603
or email : warren@gjc.com.au
if you wish to purchase merchandise.

2011 COMMITTEE MEMBERS
President

Mark Brindal

0407 713 578

8373 5081 mark.brindal@bigpond.com

Vice President

Ross Taylor

0431 987 901

8388 9396 roscoet2910@bigpond.com

Vice President

Raelene Wilsdon

0400 651 327

8264 2477 murray@tearsinrain.com

Secretary

Warren West

0417 816 603

8376 0938 warren@gjc.com.au

Treasurer

Peter Kopli

Membership Secretary

Jan Brabham

Minute Secretary

Charmaine Kitson 0419 032 539

Social Secretary

Sue Thomson

8370 5499 kopli@bigpond.net.au
0411 037 435

8276 4025 janbrab@internode.on.net
8396 0845 ckitson@bigpond.net.au

0402 356 010

Committee Members:
Assistant Editor : Magazine Brenda Kitto

8344 5882 ian.bren@bigpond.com

Assistant Treasurer

8266 0007 djs0304@chariot.net.au

David Stoba

Official Newsletter of the Adelaide Technical High School Old Scholars’ Association Inc.
Correspondence should be forwarded to our postal or email addresses
(details on front page).

